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Health  Department, 
22  York  Place, 
Perth, 

April,  1955. 


To  The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates  and  Councillors  of  the  City  and  Royal 
Burgh  of  Perth,  and  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 


-lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  seventh  Annual  Report  as  Medical 
)fficer  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Perth,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
=954- 

It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  record  that  this  is  the  fourth  successive  year 
1 which  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  new  notifications  of 
espiratory  tuberculosis.  During  the  year  there  were  40  new  notifications 
~ this  disease  compared  with  75  as  recently  as  1950. 

To  the  Lord  Provost  and  members  of  the  Council  I should  like  to 
:cord  my  thanks  for  their  continued  support  and  interest  in  the  work 
the  Health  Department.  Again  I should  like  to  record  my  sincere 
anks  to  my  fellow  Officials  and  to  all  the  members  of  the  Health 
spartment  for  their  help  and  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  M.  AITKEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  Year  1954. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


i Population.  The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at 
E 30th  *954)  was  40,821,  being  a decrease  of  104  compared  with  the 
I 1953  figure.  The  population  density  is  9.6  per  acre. 

I Birth  Rate.  There  was  a decrease  of  20  in  the  corrected  number  of  births 
- for  1954  as  compared  with  the  figure  for  1953.  The  actual  birth  rate  was 
: 16.2  which  is  slightly  lower  than  the  rate  for  Scotland  which  was  18.0  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  large  burghs  was  18.9. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate  rose  to  6.8  as 
. compared  with  4.7  per  100  births  for  1953.  The  rate  for  Scodand  was  4.5 
tand  for  large  burghs  4.1. 

f.  Still  Birth  Rate.  The  still  birth  rate  showed  an  increase,  being  29  per 

S 1,000  births  as  compared  with  22  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for 
large  burghs  was  26  and  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  25. 

Death  Rate.  The  death  rate  for  1954  was  11.8  per  1,000  of  the  population 
• compared  with  10.9  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  adjusted  for  age  and 
•sex  distribution  is  10.7.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  12.0  and 
{for  large  burghs  11.8. 


•Infant  Mortality.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  30  per  1,000  live  births 
tk’u’  an  mcrease  'n  the  figure  for  last  year  which  was  25  per  1 ,000  live 
pbirths.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  31  and  for  large  burghs 

-Maternal  Deaths.  I here  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  The 
•rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  .7  per  1,000  births. 


eaths  from  Tuberculosis.  During  the  year  there  were  11  deaths  from 
t is  disease,  giving  a death  rate  of  .27  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  .20  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of 
Scotland  was  .22  and  for  large  burghs  .25.  During  the  year  there  were 
no  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 


•i  e3K^S  ^rom  Infecti°us  Diseases.  During  the  year  there  were  two 
^ths  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases,  giving  a death  rate  of  .05  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  .05  and 
°t  large  burghs  .04. 


Deaths  from  Cancer.  Of  the  deaths  registered  81  were  due  to  cancer, 
seing  an  increase  of  2 from  the  previous  year,  and  giving  a death  rate  of 
r°  Per  IjOoo  of  the  population. 
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Marriages.  The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  the  district  was  40 
giving  a rate  of  9.8  compared  with  8.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  f< 
the  whole  of  Scotland  and  9.5  for  large  burghs. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics.  The  existing  arrangements  fi: 
these  clinics  have  continued  to  prove  satisfactory.  There  was  a decrea : 
of  459  in  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinic  comp: 
with  the  attendances  during  1953,  the  total  number  of  attendances  be: 
5,876  of  which  3,721  were  in  respect  of  City  patients.  A total  of  8 
persons  attended  during  the  year  and  of  that  number  461  were  residei 
in  the  City. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics.  The  attendances  at  these  clinics  during  the  ye 
totalled  10,322  compared  with  11,900  for  1953.  Again  I should  like 
thank  the  members  of  the  Ladies’  Committee  for  the  work  they  do  at  t ; 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  The  following  ladies  gave  their  services  voluntari 
during  the  past  year : — 


Mrs.  Andrew,  Murray  Crescent. 

Miss  Charnley,  Oakbank  Road. 

Mrs.  Childs,  32  Abbot  Street. 

Mrs.  Douglas,  Langley  Road,  Scone. 
Miss  McBayne,  Cavendish  Avenue. 
Mrs.  Macdonald,  23  Oakbank  Road. 
Miss  McLeod,  22  Priory  Place. 

Mrs.  Panton,  Muiredge,  Burghmuir. 


Toddlers  Clinic. 

year. 


272  children  were  examined  at  this  clinic  during  t B) 


Premature  Infants.  It  was  not  necessary  to  transfer  any  prematt^.  1 
infants  to  Perth  Royal  Infirmary  for  special  care  and  attention. 

Of  the  627  births  in  respect  of  persons  whose  usual  place  of  residen 
is  within  the  City,  49  were  premature,  and  of  this  number  11  were  bo 
at  home  and  38  in  hospital. 


Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children.  7 unmarried  mothers  ana 
their  children,  whose  permanent  address  was  within  the  City,  we  J 
provided  with  care  and  attention  at  Melville  House,  129  Scott  Stre  & 
During  the  year  this  voluntary  organisation  carried  out  the  work  connect 
with  25  adoption  cases,  being  an  increase  of  6 compared  with  the  previo 
year. 

Welfare  Foods  Department.  In  June  the  local  office  of  the  Minist  ) 
of  Food  was  closed  and  the  Local  Authority  took  over  the  sale  ai 
distribution  of  welfare  foods.  The  Town  and  County  Councils  decided 
operate  a combined  service  which  provides  for  the  sale,  distribution  ai 
storage  of  all  foods  for  both  County  and  City  areas  in  premises  situat 
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in  the  Welfare  Department.  The  Distribution  Depots  (mostly  in  nurses 
houses)  in  the  County  make  returns  to  this  centre.  Foods  are  sold  at 
this  centre  and  at  the  two  Child  Welfare  Clinics  as  well  as  at  50  distribution 
I points  throughout  the  County  area.  A staff  of  two  is  employed  at  the 
: centre — one  clerkess  and  one  counter  assistant. 

From  the  28th  of  June  until  the  end  of  the  year,  the  following  welfare 
I foods  have  been  sold  at  the  Centre  at  28  Kinnoull  Causeway 

11669  tins  National  Dried  Milk. 

1800  bottles  Cod  Liver  Oil 
9935  bottles  Orange  Juice. 

61 1 packets  Vitamin  Tablets. 

During  1954  the  undemoted  welfare  foods  were  issued  from  the  Child 
i Welfare  Clinics  in  Perth: — 

6301  tins  National  Dried  Milk. 

1304  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil. 

7184  bottles  of  Orange  Juice. 

156  packets  Vitamin  Tablets. 

In  addition  the  following  proprietary  foods  were  sold  at  the  Child 
* Welfare  Clinics  during  the  year: — 

4658  packets  of  dried  milk. 

601  strained  foods. 

979  packets  of  cereals. 

1521  Vitamin  preparations. 

986  Other  Foods. 

73  Child  Welfare  Instruction  Books. 

®ay  Nurseries.  The  total  number  of  attendances  at  each  day  nursery 
was  : — 

Florence  Place  10,004 
Westbank  2,983 

fhe  average  daily  attendance  at  Florence  Place  Nursery  during  the  year 
6Vas  35-5  where  the  nominal  capacity  is  55.  At  Westbank  where  the  nominal 
capacity  is  18,  the  average  daily  attendance  was  11. 

Residential  Nursery.  During  the  year  85  new  cases  were  admitted  to 
*he  residential  nursery.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  13.4  The 
■verage  length  of  stay  in  the  nursery  was  49  days.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
here  were  4 long  term  and  6 short  term  cases  in  the  nursery. 

'raining  of  Nursery  Nurses.  The  scheme  for  training  of  nursery 
jurses  continued  as  formerly.  During  the  year  5 students  completed  their 
!rst  year  and  5 their  second  year  of  training.  6 students  passed  the 
lamination  and  gained  the  Nursery  Nurses  Certificate. 
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Children’s  Home.  Regular  visitation  and  medical  inspection  of  tl 
children  in  the  Home  continued.  Medical  treatment  is  provided  by  eac 
child’s  family  doctor.  The  general  health  of  the  children  throughout  tl 
year  has  been  constantly  good.  During  the  year  24  children  between  tl 
ages  of  i\  and  5 years,  and  54  children  over  5 years  of  age  were  cared  f( 
in  the  home. 


Nursery  and  Child  Minders  Act,  1948.  No  nursery  premises  arfc 
registered  in  the  area  and  there  are  no  persons  registered  as  child  minder 
Dental  Care.  During  the  year  132  applications  were  received  under  tl 
priority  dental  scheme.  There  were  no  applications  in  respect  of  pr< 
school  children.  The  total  number  was  in  respect  of  nursing  and  expectat  p 
mothers.  Fees  paid  to  dentists  in  practice  under  this  scheme  amounted  1 : 
£360  5s. 


Birth  Notifications.  There  were  1,108  births  notified  as  occurrii  a 
within  the  City,  being  an  increase  of  79  from  the  previous  year.  In  62. 
cases  the  usual  place  of  residence  was  within  the  City  and  was  a decreas  t 
of  8 compared  with  the  1953  figure.  34.5  0/0  of  the  City7  births  were  confine  L 
at  home.  80  per  cent  of  all  the  births  notified  occurred  in  maternit 
hospitals  or  nursing  homes. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  infant  mortalit 
rate,  the  figure  for  1954  being  30  per  1,000  compared  with  25  for  tl 
previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  31  and  for  larg 
burghs  33. 

80  per  cent  of  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  occurred  in  tl 
first  month  of  life  as  compared  with  82  per  cent  during  1953.  Of  the  1 
deaths  occurring  in  the  first  month,  12  occurred  within  48  hours  of  birtli 
Of  these  12,  all  the  mothers  were  confined  in  hospital  with  the  exception 
of  one.  For  the  causes  of  death  reference  should  be  made  to  Table  No.  - 

In  last  year’s  report  I suggested  that  very  little  could  be  done  to  reduc 
these  neo-natal  deaths  until  such  times  as  more  research  was  carried  01 
as  to  the  causation  of  prematurity.  During  1954  detailed  informatio -fl 
regarding  all  premature  births  was  supplied  to  the  Department  of  Healt  Jj 
for  Scotland.  Similar  investigations  were  carried  out  in  other  areas 
is  hoped  that  some  useful  information  may  be  obtained  as  a result  of  th|  ta 
important  research  work. 


Family  Planning  Clinic.  During  the  year  the  number  of  attendances  1 >1 
this  clinic  totalled  589.  Of  the  174  new  cases  who  attended  during  th  ,r 
year  59  belonged  to  the  City  of  Perth  and  115  to  other  areas. 

Marriage  Guidance  Council.  At  the  time  of  writing  arrangement  n: 
have  been  made  to  hold  a meeting  of  interested  persons  with  a view  t 91 
setting  up  such  an  organisation  for  the  area. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 


The  arrangements  for  this  service  entered  into  between  the  Count  ai 


and  Town  Councils  in  1951  have  continued  to  work  very  satisfactorily 
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Medical  Inspections.  During  the  year  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Health 
Department  carried  out  2,057  routine  medical  inspections.  In  addition 
257  special  examinations,  674  vision  examinations,  and  1 220 
re-examinations  were  carried  out.  1x5  children  in  part-time  employment 
were  also  examined.  25,249  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  school 
nurses,  principally  in  connection  with  cleanliness  inspections  and  the 
\ follow-up  ol  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  at  routine  medical 
j inspections. 

As  a result  of  the  routine  medical  inspections  it  was  found  that  80  per 
. cent  of  the  children  examined  were  healthy.  One  per  cent  showed  evidence 
of  dirty  heads.  1.8  per  cent  of  all  the  children  examined  suffered  from 
! squints.  3.7  per  cent  of  all  children  examined  were  found  to  be  suffering 
: from  some  abnormality  of  the  ear  nose  or  throat,  and  14.5  per  cent  of  all 
. those  examined  suffered  from  other  defects  of  one  kind  or  another. 

A synopsis  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  is 
.contained  in  Tables  No.  9,  10,  11,  and  12.  For  more  detailed  information 
- D r>r^?Ce  ^5  made  to  the  report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

B.C.G.  \ accination.  Of  1,182  children  born  during  the  years  1940  and 
-1941  attending  City  schools,  acceptances  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  were 
rrecened  in  respect  of  1,076  of  them,  giving  an  acceptance  rate  of  91  /0. 
.During  1954,  1,080  children  were  tested  under  this  scheme  and  of  those 
^tested  769  received  B.C.G.  vaccination.  In  addition  518  children  who  had 
'been  previously  vaccinated  were  retested  and  all  but  17  of  them  showed  a 
^positive  reaction. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

In  January  of  this  year  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 
pSfrvices  were  combined  and  the  work  is  now  carried  out  by  six  full  time 
Mrse  midwives,  working  under  the  supervision  of  a Superintendent 
•Nursing  Officer  who  also  supervises  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  and 
■f  C Helps  thus  ensuring  complete  co-ordination  of  these  services, 

an  addition  there  is  one  midwife  in  private  practice  employed  by  the 
lown  Council  on  a case  basis. 

Maternity  Outfits.  Outfits  continue  to  be  provided  to  maternity  cases, 
distribution  being  undertaken  either  by  the  midwife  in  charge  of  the  case 

1^  * Pa^ent  or  a relative  calling  at  the  Health  Department  to  collect 
«ne  parcel. 

supervision  of  Midwives.  The  equipment  and  records  of  the  midwives 
Practising  in  the  area  are  inspected  at  regular  intervals  by  the 
superintendent  Nursing  Officer  in  her  capacity  as  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

^omiciliary  Confinements.  224  applications  for  maternity  services 
•-ere  received  during  the  year.  This  number  compares  with  254  during 
•953-  217  confinements  were  conducted  as  compared  with  200  during 
*953;  An  additional  14  cases  who  received  ante-natal  care  by  the 
‘omiciliary  midwives  were  later  admitted  to  hospital.  No  private  cases 
' ere  conducted  at  home  during  the  year. 

■ 
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Analgesia.  All  the  midwives  employed  by  the  Local  Authority  hold  th 
certificate  for  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia.  Four  gas  an 
air  outfits  have  now  been  supplied  to  the  midwives,  and  during  the  yea 
201  patients  received  gas  and  air  analgesia.  In  addition  133  patients  wei 
given  pethidine. 


HOME  NURSING. 


As  stated  in  the  paragraph  dealing  with  Domiciliary  Midwifery 
the  Home  Nursing  Service  is  now  combined  with  that  of  midwifery'  and 
carried  out  by  six  nurse/mid  wives.  In  addition  a nurse,  who  is  nt 
a midwife  is  employed  in  general  nursing  duties.  As  the  proportion  c 
aged  people  in  the  population  increases  year  by  year  so  also  doe 
the  demand  for  the  home  nursing  services  increase,  the  number  of  visii 
during  1954  having  increased  by  1,000  as  compared  with  1953.  Of  th 
726  patients  who  received  nursing  care  during  the  year  323  were  age 
persons,  and  of  the  14,461  visits  paid  no  less  than  10,148  were  in  respec 
of  these  aged  persons.  Authority  has  recently  been  given  to  the  appoini  ? 
ment  of  an  additional  nurse/midwife. 


MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOT. 


1 61  articles  were  loaned  out  during  the  year  to  persons  being  nurse 
at  home.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  articles  which  are  available  fc  | 
loan  : — 

Bed  Pans.  Bed  Bottles. 

Bed  Rests.  Mackintosh  Sheets. 


Air  Rings. 


NURSING  HOMES  (SCOTLAND)  REGISTRATION  ACT,  193: 


The  one  home  in  the  City  registered  under  this  act  was  visited  dur 
the  year  and  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Medical,  surgical  and  midwifer 
are  cared  for  in  this  home. 


cases 


HEALTH  VISITING. 


Six  Health  Visitors  are  now  employed  in  a full-time  capacity,  one 
whom  works  in  a full-time  capacity  in  the  School  Health  Service  a 
another  full-time  in  tuberculosis  preventive  work.  The  remaining  fo' 
Health  Visitors  carry  out  the  work  at  clinics,  visits  connected  with  anti 
natal  and  child  welfare  work,  visits  to  aged  persons,  and  visits  connecte 
with  the  Home  Help  service.  As  stated  in  my  last  year’s  report  it  is  qui 
impossible  to  carry  out  all  the  health  visiting  work  suggested  in  repo 
of  recent  special  committees  without  the  addition  of  more  health  visitor 
to  the  existing  staff. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  visits  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors:- 
Children  under  1 year  of  age  . . . 2,978  visits 

Children  1-5  years  of  age  ....  35763  ,, 
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Expectant  mothers 

Persons  receiving  home  help 

Aged  persons  .... 

Tuberculosis  cases 

Visits  on  behalf  of  Almoners 

Visits  on  bahalf  of  general  practitioners 

Other  visits  .... 

School  Health  Service  : — 


357 

visits 

224 

53 

318 

33 

1,815 

33 

14 

33 

9 

33 

115 

33 

No.  of  examinations  carried  out  . . . 25,249 

During  April,  opportunity  was  given  to  the  Health  Visitors  to  attend 
a short  refresher  course  by  way  of  lectures  and  demonstrations  given  by 
local  members  of  the  medical  profession. 


Co-operation  with  General  Practitioners.  In  co-operation  with  the 
Local  Medical  Committee  an  afternoon  tea  party  was  arranged  so  that 
Health  Visitors  and  General  Practitioners  could  meet  one  another  with  a 
view  to  getting  to  know  each  other  better.  Unfortunately  only  eight 
practitioners  were  able  to  attend,  but  of  those  present  all  voted  the 
: innovation  a great  success  and  it  was  suggested  that  another  meeting  be 
I;  arranged  and  that  the  nurse  midwives  should  also  be  included. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SCHEME. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  one  part-time  and  fourteen  whole-time  Helps 
• were  employed.  128  households  received  help  during  the  year  and  of 
: these  14  were  maternity  cases,  17  cases  of  illness,  87  aged  persons,  8 
: tuberculosis  cases,  and  2 blind  persons. 

The  demands  made  on  this  service  also  increase  year  by  year  as  the 
proportion  of  aged  persons  in  the  population  increases. 

Through  the  bequest  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  elderly  people 
•in  receipt  of  home  help  continued  to  receive  gifts  of  flowers,  fruit,  etc., 
*on  the  occasion  of  their  birthdays. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

•Vaccination.  553  primary  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
'being  a decrease  of  11  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Of  these, 
198  were  carried  out  at  the  Local  Authority’s  clinics,  the  remainder  being 
lone  by  general  practitioners.  As  the  result  of  a survey  carried  out  at 
•-he  end  of  the  year  it  was  found  that  82  per  cent  of  City  children  entering 
school  had  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox.  Of  all  the  children  examined 
fit  routine  medical  inspections  at  City  schools  81  per  cent  were  found  to 
nave  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 

In  all  95  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out,  principally  for  the  purpose 
fit  issuing  vaccination  certificates  in  respect  of  people  proceeding  abroad. 

mmunisation  Against  Diphtheria.  This  is  now  the  seventh 
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consecutive  year  in  which  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the 
City,  and  it  is  now  9 years  since  a child  died  from  this  disease.  A survey 
at  the  end  of  the  year  showed  that  97%  of  entrants  to  school  had  beer 
immunised  against  diphtheria.  Of  all  the  children  examined  at  routine, 
medical  inspections  at  City  schools  95%  were  found  to  have  beer 
immunised  against  diphtheria. 

690  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time  during  the  yea 
compared  with  648  during  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  335  wen 
immunised  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  355  by  general  practitioners  r 
190  of  these  children  were  inoculated  against  both  diphtheria  and  whoopinj ; 
cough. 

568  children  received  re-inforcing  inoculations  on  their  entry7  t<  i 
school.  196  of  these  inoculations  were  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfar  ^ 
Centres,  225  by  medical  officers  at  routine  medical  inspections  at  schools  ti 
and  147  by  medical  practitioners. 

At  the  time  of  writing  authority  has  now  been  obtained  to  immunis  v: 
all  children  with  triple  antigen,  thus  protecting  them  against  diphtherial 
whooping  cough,  and  tetanus  at  the  same  time,  and  to  give  these  childrei  *Ii 
“ boosting  ” doses  of  this  antigen  on  their  entry7  to  school.  The  tripl  1; 
antigen  will  be  available  to  general  practitioners  free  of  charge.  Th 
number  of  injections  required  in  order  to  protect  children  from  thes  J 
three  diseases  will  be  reduced  from  five  to  three. 

Immunisation  Against  Whooping  Cough.  380  children  wer  i 
immunised  against  this  disease  compared  with  345  during  the  previou  ri 
year. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

A.  Tuberculosis. 


Tracing  of  Infection.  285  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  examine 
during  the  year  compared  with  397  during  the  previous  year.  Of  th 
contacts  examined  one  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


Admissions  to  Hospital.  The  hospital  bed  accommodation  has  ver 
much  improved.  During  the  year  55  cases  of  respiratory7  tuberculosi 
were  admitted  to  sanatoria,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  male  wa 
awaiting  admission. 

Housing.  21  families  in  which  there  was  a case  of  tuberculosis  wer 
rehoused  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  138  such  families  rehousei 
during  the  past  7 years. 

Notifications.  There  were  only  40  new  notifications  of  respirator 
tuberculosis  compared  with  48  during  the  previous  year.  It  is  very  pleasin 
to  record  that  this  is  the  fourth  consecutive  year  in  which  there  has  bee: 
a decrease  in  the  number  of  new  notifications.  In  1950  the  number  0 
new  notifications  was  75. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  was  1 
compared  with  12  during  the  previous  year. 
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Supply  of  Extra  Nourishment,  Nursing  Requisites,  etc.  Cod  liver 
oil  and  malt  continues  to  be  given  free  of  charge  where  necessary,  236  jars 
being  issued  during  the  year.  83  persons  were  supplied  during  the  yea 
with  one  pint  of  milk  per  day  at  a total  cost  of  £678.  During  the  liar 
three  persons  were  supplied  with  bed  and  bedding.  3 sputum  flasks  n 
mugs,  and  117  tins  of  disinfectant  were  issued  to  domiciliary  cases. 

Co-operation  With  Ministry  of  Labour.  17  men  and  7 women  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  were  placed  in  suitable  employment  during  the  year.  g 

Mass  Radiography.  A total  of  4,788  persons  were  examined  by  mass 
radiography  during  1954.  Of  this  number  66  were  found  to  have  abnormal- 
1 es  and  of  these  15  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The 
year"— 8 gr°UpS  Were  given  an  opportunity  to  be  x-rayed  during  the 


H.  M.  Prison. 

John  Dewar  & Sons,  Ltd. 

The  General  Accident  Assurance 
Corporation,  Ltd. 

John  Shields  & Co.,  Ltd. 

S.M.T . Sales  and  Service. 
Thomson,  Ltd.,  Launderers. 
Scottish  Rural  Gas,  Ltd. 

John  Moncrieff,  Ltd. 

Peter  Thomson,  Ltd. 

F.  W.  Woolworth,  Ltd. 

Coates  & Co.,  Ltd. 

H.M.  Customs  and  Excise. 

The  General  Post  Office. 

British  Road  Services. 

Balfour  Beatty  & Co.,  Ltd. 
Lambert  & Smith. 

A.  M.  & G.  Robertson,  Ltd. 
Perth  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Arthur  Bell  & Sons,  Ltd. 

West  End  Hotel. 

Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Ministry  of  Transport. 

Perth  Corporation  Staff. 

Scottish  Home  Department. 
Waverley  Hotel. 

John  Wright  & Co. 

Queen’s  Hotel. 

Gordon  6r  Stanfield. 

Crown  Office. 

Perth  Savings  Banks. 

{•  Butchart  Sons,  Ltd. 

Ministry  of  Labour. 


James  Scott  & Co. 

The  Munro  Press,  Ltd. 
Ministry  of  Pensions  & National 
Health  Service. 

National  Assistance  Board. 
Collector  of  Taxes. 

McEwens  of  Perth,  Ltd. 

Milk  Marketing  Board. 

D.  Leslie,  Printers. 

Scottish  Gas  Board. 

Barclay,  Ross  & Hutchison. 
Labour  Exchange. 

Highland  House  T.A.  (Civilians). 
Victoria  Hotel. 

Thomas  Harley,  Ltd. 

Royal  George  Hotel. 

Perth  County  Council  staff. 
Territorial  Association 
Civilians). 

St.  Andrew’s  Ambulance 
Association. 

Thomas  Love  & Sons. 

A Caird  & Sons,  Ltd. 

Frazers  of  Perth,  Ltd. 

Fire  Service. 

Valentine’s  Motors,  Ltd. 

Spittal  & McGlashan. 

British  Railways. 

North  of  Scotland  Hydro-Electric 
Board. 

Co-operative  Insurance  Ass. 
Public  Survey. 
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The  total  number  of  examinations  carried  out  by  the  mass  radiograph}’ 
unit  since  its  inception  in  1950  is  12,336.  As  a result  of  these  examinations  r. 
45  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  discovered. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination:  114  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  tested 
and  as  a result  82  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  In  addition  46  nurses 
were  tested  and  of  that  number  5 received  B.C.G.  17  newly  bom  infant' 
were  also  immunised.  During  the  year  one  child  was  admitted  to  Westbanli 
Nursery  for  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

During  the  year  554  pupils  were  tested  at  the  High  School  and  of 
these  393  were  immunised.  Of  384  children  tested  at  the  Academy  27 ( 
were  immunised,  and  as  a result  of  112  children  being  tested  at  St.  John’: 
School  77  were  immunised. 

Since  1950,  2,812  persons  have  been  tested  and  of  these  1,646  hav< 
been  vaccinated  against  this  disease.  During  this  period  47  infants  haw 
also  received  B.C.G.  vaccine. 


B.  Epileptics  and  Spastics. 

The  local  offices  of  the  Ministry  cf  National  Insurance  and  the  Nation 
Assistance  Board,  whilst  being  very  co-operative,  have  been  unable  t 
supply  any  information  which  might  have  been  of  assistance  in  arrivm 
at  a fairly  accurate  estimate  of  the  incidence  of  these  two  diseases.  Ii 
the  case  of  school  children  the  information  cf  course  is  available  througl 
the  records  of  the  School  Health  Service. 

For  the  care  of  Spastics  a very  excellent  orthopaedic  service  is  operatec 
by  the  County  Council  which  is  available  for  all  school  and  pre-scho' 
children  and  is  conducted  by  specialists  of  the  hospital  board.  A physio 
therapist  is  also  employed. 

In  addition  to  the  general  medical  and  Local  Authority  service 
available  for  persons  suffering  from  these  handicaps,  provision  is  mad 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  whereby  such  persons  may  b 
assisted  in  their  homes  or  by  being  sent  to  institutions  for  treatment  an 
training.  A survey  of  handicapped  persons  in  the  area  is  being  made  b 
the  Welfare  Department  during  1955  and  it  is  thought  that  when  th 
results  of  this  are  available  greater  use  will  be  made  of  these  sendees. 

Epilepsy:  The  number  of  known  cases  in  the  City  aged  5 to  15  years  i 
five.  In  addition  there  are  18  persons  suffering  from  this  malady  on  th‘ 
Disabled  Persons  Register  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour.  A further  1 1 casi 
are  known  to  this  Department  following  upon  applications  for  rehousing  0 
requests  for  one  or  other  of  the  Local  Authority’s  health  or  welfare  services 
It  is  of  course  possible  that  a number  of  these  cases  are  included  «n  th 
number  on  the  Disabled  Persons  Register. 

Spastics:  Ten  cases  arc  known  in  the  area  among  children  of  school  am 
pre-school  age.  There  are  no  persons  suffering  from  this  malady  on  th 
Disabled  Persons  Register  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 
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C.  Convalescent  Home  Provision. 

No  convalescent  homes  are  maintained  by  the  Local  Authority. 

D.  Chiropody  Services  in  the  City. 

Bertha  Home:  A chiropody  service  is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 
for  the  residents  in  Bertha  Home.  This  service  operates  one  day  each 
month  and  the  cost  is  met  by  the  Town  Council. 

Perth  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council:  Perth  Old  People’s  Welfare 

Council  provide  a fortnightly  chiropody  session  for  their  members, 
approximately  8 members  receiving  treatment  at  each  session.  A charge  of 
2 6 is  made  ior  each  case.  During  the  year  185  appointments  were  made 
for  this  service.  The  appointments  are  usually  made  at  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Council. 


Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

There  were  348  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  me  during  the 
year,  being  a decrease  of  23  from  the  previous  year.  As  already  mentioned 
tn  this  report  this  is  the  seventh  year  in  succession  in  which  there  has  been 
no  case  of  diphtheria  and  it  is  now  9 years  since  there  was  a death  from 
1 this  disease  in  the  City. 

Scarlet  Fever:  During  the  year  there  was  a marked  increase  in  the 
inumber  of  notifications  of  scarlet  fever.  In  all  128  cases  were  notified  as 
1 spared  with  61  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  128  cases  notified  72  were 
t admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

'Whooping  Cough:  134  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  220  cases 
m 1953.  In  only  4 instances  was  admission  to  hospital  necessary.  There 
•was  one  death  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis:  There  were  two  cases  of  this  disease  notified  in  the 

rarea  during  the  year  compared  with  no  cases  during  the  previous  year, 
oth  were  pre-school  children,  and  were  subsequently  transferred  from 
ng  s Cross  Hospital,  Dundee  to  Bridge  of  Earn  Hospital  for  orthopaedic 
treatment. 

'Dysentery:  14  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year,  2 cases 
>oeing  admitted  to  hospital. 


HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

1 44  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted  to  King’s  Cross  Hospital, 
Undce,  compared  with  122  in  1953.  Of  that  number  72  were  cases  of 
-carlet  fever,  23  cases  of  measles,  2 dysentery,  2 poliomyelitis  4 whooping 
lough  5 chickenpox,  4 enteritis,  and  2 mumps. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 


No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  the  area  during  the 
year.  As  formerly,  all  contacts  of  infectious  disease  who  as  a result  of 
notification,  are  revealed  to  be  food  handlers  are  examined  medically  and 
advised  accordingly.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  suspend  any  of  these 
food  handlers  from  work.  As  mentioned  previously  14  cases  of  dysentery 
were  notified  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Throughout  1954  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  distributed 
has  been  uniformly  of  the  highest  standard. 

Algae  in  the  reservoirs  first  appeared  in  early  June,  and  due  to  a 
series  of  spates  which  occurred  from  August  onwards  control  was  difficult 
and  reversion  to  chloramination  was  necessary  earlier  than  in  1953.  The 
reservoirs  were  cleared  up  in  December. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

It  is  now  four  years  since  the  clinic  for  mental  deficiency  was  established 
in  the  area.  During  the  year  43  City  cases  and  25  County  cases  were 
dealt  with.  Four  of  the  cases  were  admitted  to  institutions  and  8 were 
kept  under  observation. 

Mental  Illness:  19  cases  of  mental  illness  were  admitted  to  hospital 

during  the  year,  13  of  whom  were  certified.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  no  cases  of  mental  illness  being  cared  for  at  home,  whilst  139  were 
being  cared  for  in  institutions  as  compared  with  133  at  the  end  of  1953. 

Mental  Deficiency:  5 cases  of  mental  deficiency  were  certified  during 
the  year,  all  of  whom  were  admitted  to  institutions  for  mental  defectives. 
No  cases  were  recertified  on  reaching  the  age  of  16  years.  Two  cases 
were  placed  under  guardianship  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1954,  48 
cases  of  mental  deficiency  were  under  treatment  in  mental  institutions 
and  8 were  being  cared  for  at  home. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 


10  health  talks  and  film  shows  were  given  during  the  year  in  the  area 
as  follows  : — 


7th  January 
10th  January 
1st  February 
2nd  February 
3rd  February 
1 6th  February 
8th  March 
31st  March 
22nd  October 
2nd  November 


Friarton  Nursery  School  Mothers  Club. 

St.  Leonard’s  Church  Youth  Fellowship. 

St.  Andrew’s  Church  Young  Mothers  Club. 

Perth  Townswomen’s  Guild. 

Northern  District  School  Parent  Teachers  Association. 
Caledonian  Road  School  Parent  Teachers  Association. 
Union  of  Catholic  Mothers. 

Wilson  Church  Mothers  Fellowship. 

Junior  Academy  Parent  Teachers  Association. 
Craigic  School  Parent  Teachers  Association. 
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The  help  and  assistance  given  by  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health 
Education  is  greatly  appreciated,  the  necessary  films  being  supplied  when 

^ T uUe  t0  Mr‘  Masson’  the  Fnemaster,  and  to 
members  of  his  staff  who  have  greatly  assisted  in  the  work  of  health 
education  by  making  available  a cine-projector  together  with  an  operator. 
The  presentation  of  the  films  has  been  excellent. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

8 new  cases  of  acquired  syphilis  were  treated  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  9 during  1953.  In  the  case  of  gonorrhoea,  14  new  cases 
were  treated  as  compared  with  20  during  the  previous  yea7. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICE. 

riin2  PAer’S?00l/hi-lduen  attended  for  the  first  time  at  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic.  At  the  end  of  the  year  216  pre-school  City  children  were  attending 

or  treatment  and  supervision.  8 of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

ACCIDENTS. 

accidents  resulting  from  vehicular  traffic  were  reported 
to  the  Chief  Constable,  being  a decrease  of  35  from  the  previous  year.  As 
a result  of  these  accidents,  141  persons  were  injured,  4 fatally,  35  seriously, 

- and  102  slightly.  39  of  the  injured  persons  were  under  15  years  of  age. 

Non- Vehicular:  135  non-vehicular  accidents  involving  135  persons 

were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Police.  17  of  these  persons  died  and  19 

were  seriously  injured.  Of  the  17  fatalities,  6 were  due  to  coal  gas  poison- 
3 mg. 

The  importance  of  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home  is  stressed 
wherever  possible  at  the  various  health  education  lectures  given  through- 
-out the  year.  b 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

During  the  year  further  attention  was  concentrated  on  the  personal 
" e,  arc  0 * . residents  in  Bertha  Home  by  way  of  improved  comforts 
•and  more  varied  and  greater  frequency  of  meals.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
■^remamed  one  mental  defective  under  guardianship  whom  it  is  hoped 

• . e transferred  whenever  a vacancy  can  be  obtained  for  him  in  a suitable 

institution. 

The  chiropody  scheme  continued  very  satisfactorily.  The  Chiropodist 
mends  one  day  each  month  and  gives  treatment  to  any  of  the  residents 
•requiring  this  service. 

LThe  i°cai  branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  continued  to  help 
pn  e residents  who  are  able  to  do  occupational  therapy  such  as  knitting 
' n sewing.  It  is  rather  regrettable  that  there  are  few  willing  to  undertake 
'>uch  occupations  in  the  Home. 
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The  Sandeman  Library  service  of  books  to  the  residents  provided  a \ 
most  excellent  service  and  the  system  of  visitation  by  lady  members 
of  lccal  churches  continued  with  great  satisfaction. 

Entertainments  throughout  the  year  were  provided  on  the  usual  scale 
by  numerous  voluntary  organisations,  but  this  year,  due  to  inclement 
weather,  ’bus  outings  were  cut  down  considerably. 

The  splendid  service  of  the  local  branch  of  the  W.V.S.  continued  each 
week  in  the  Home.  This  service  is  carried  out  by  a mobile  shop  which 
visits  the  Home  each  Monday  evening  and  enables  the  residents  to  make 
purchases  of  sweets,  biscuits,  fruit,  fancy  soaps,  writing  paper,  etc. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
the  Town  Council’s  scheme  for  bringing  the  Home  up  to  modem  and 
up-to-date  standards  commenced.  This  scheme  is  now  being  carried  out 
as  speedily  as  possible  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  completed  towards 
the  end  of  1955.  Among  the  many  new  provisions  in  the  Home  will  be 
new  furnishings,  wash-hand  basins  in  each  bedroom,  electric  lift  and 
installation  of  central  heating  throughout  the  Home. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  Reception  Centre  at  the  Home 
has  now  been  closed  down  and  transferred  to  the  premises  in  Shore 
Road  formerly  used  as  a Smallpox  Hospital. 

The  Town  Council  have  now  provided  12  houses  in  the  Moncreiffe 
Scheme  and  24  in  the  Letham  Scheme  for  aged  persons.  A further  number 
of  two  apartment  houses  are  being  built  in  the  Letham  Scheme  but  the 
Council  have  not  yet  decided  how  they  are  to  be  allocated. 

The  one  voluntary  Home  in  the  City  registered  under  the  Act  for  the  j 
purpose  of  providing  residential  accommodation  is  Bowerswell  Home 
and  Cottages  and  the  excellent  service  provided  there  continued  most  ; 
satisfactorily. 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  during  the  year  it  was  not 
necessary  to  use  the  power  contained  under  Section  47  for  compulsory 
removal  from  their  homes  of  certain  persons  requiring  care  and  attention 
as  in  these  difficult  cases  the  removals  were  eventually  carried  out  with 
the  approval  of  the  parties  concerned. 

The  property  of  five  persons  had  to  be  taken  care  of  during  the  year, 
and  two  burials  were  arranged. 

The  good  work  of  the  undernoted  voluntary  bodies  continued 
satisfactorily  during  the  year  : — 

The  Society  for  Teaching  the  Blind  to  Read  in  the  County  cf 
Perth  and  Kinross. 

Perth  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Anton  House,  Broughty  Ferry. 


20 


Visitation  of  aged  people  who  are  homebound,  etc.,  continued  to  be 
most  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council ; 
The  Old  Age  Pensioners’  Association  ; Indigent  Old  Men’s  Society  ; and 
the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Indigent  Ladies.  The  work  performed  in 
the  relief  of  loneliness  and  general  assistance  by  these  bodies  and  others 
perhaps  not  so  well  known,  merits  sincere  approbation. 

CO-ORDINATING  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  WELFARE  OF 

THE  AGED 

In  1952  a Regional  Co-ordinating  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Aged  was  set  up,  which  carried  out  a comprehensive  survey  of  all  the 
services  for  the  aged  in  the  Region.  Subsequently  Local  Advisory 
Committees  were  formed  and  the  Committee  for  this  area  covers  Perth  and 
Perthshire.  At  the  time  of  writing  two  meetings  have  been  held  at  which 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  co-ordination  of  the  services 
for  the  aged  provided  by  Local  Authorities,  Hospital  Management 
Committees,  and  Executive  Councils. 
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TABLE  No.  i. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Estimated  Population  (middle  of  1954),  40,821.  Area  of  Burgh,  4,122  acres. 
Population  (1951  Census),  40,466.  No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  12,784. 

Estimated  Pre-School  Population,  3,359.  Gross  Valuation,  £547,914  ns  id 

Estimated  School  Population,  6,789.  Rateable  Value,  £519,338 


Cor- 

rected 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
estimated 
Popu- 
lation 

Corres- 
ponding 
Rate  for 
1953 

Rate  for 

Scot- 

land 

Large 

Burghs 

Births  (total  live  births) 

662 

16.2 

16.7 

,8 

18.9 

Births — Illegitimate  (per  100 
live  births) 

45 

6.8 

4-7 

4-5 

4-1 

Still  births  (per  1,000  births, 
including  still  births) 

20 

29 

22 

25 

26 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

483 

11.8 

10.9 

12 

1 1.8 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . 

II 

.27 

.20 

.22 

•25 

Tuberculosis  (resp  ratory) 

I I 

.27 

•15 

.20 

.22 

Epidemic  Diseases  . 

? 

.05 

.05 

.05 

.04 

Children  under  1 year  (per 
1,000  live  births) 

20 

30 

25 

31 

33 

Children  under  1 month 
(per  1,000  live  births)  . 

l6 

24 

21 

21 

— 

Women  in  childbirth  (per 
1,000  births,  including 
still  births  . 

— 

— 

•7 
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TABLE  No.  2. 

DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 


Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Corresponding 
Rate  for 
1953 

Deaths  from  Influenza 

I 

.025 

.025 

Deaths  from  Measles 

— 

.025 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
(Respiratory). 

II 

.27 

•15 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
j (Non-Respiratory)  . 

— 

— 

05 

Deaths  from  Whooping 
Cough  .... 

I 

.025 

— 

TABLE  No.  3. 

DEATHS  FROM  SYSTEMIC  DISEASES. 


Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

! 

Corresponding 
Rate  for 
1953 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio- 
vascular System  . 

167 

4.1 

4i 

Cancer  .... 

81 

2 

1.9 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System  (Non-Tuber- 
culous) 

32 

•79 

.6 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive 
System. 

14 

■34 

.36 

Diseases  of  the  Genito- 
urinary System 

13 

•32 

.2 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System .... 

85 

2-5 

i-3 

» — - ^ 
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TABLE  No.  4. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS 


1953 

1954 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ..... 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .... 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

TABLE  No.  6. 

MORTALITY  AT  THE  DIFFERENT  AGE  GROUPS. 


1953 

1954 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1 year 

14 

3 

17 

13 

7 

20 

1 and  under  5 years 

I 

1 

2 

4 

— 

4 

5 and  under  10  years 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

xo  and  under  15  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

15  and  under  25  years 

4 

2 

6 

5 

— 

5 

25  and  under  35  years 

4 

8 

12 

2 

4 

6 

35  and  under  45  years 

8 

6 

14 

6 

5 

1 I 

45  and  under  55  years 

I I 

14 

25 

25 

23 

48 

55  and  under  65  years 

37 

25 

62 

5i 

22 

73 

' 65  and  under  75  years 

69 

63 

132 

64 

59 

123 

' 75  and  under  85  years 

69 

63 

132 

52 

89 

141 

* 85  years  and  over 

17 

26 

43 

18 

3i 

49 

Totals  . 

- — 

235 

21 1 

446 

241 

242 

483 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1954- 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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TABLE  No.  9. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CITY  HEALTH 
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TABLE  No.  io. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICERS  OF  THE  CITY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


No.  of  Sessions 
conducted  at 
Schools 

No.  of  Special 
Visits  to  Schools 

No.  of  Clinic 
Sessions 

January  . 

19 

4 

February 
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4 

March  . 
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— 
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September 
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October  . 

15 

— 

3 

November 
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December 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE— VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 
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TABLE  No  13. 

VACCINATIONS 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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. Immunised  by  School  Medical  Officers 


TABLE  No.  17. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS. 


Year 

Total  No. 
Immunised. 

1940 

690 

1941 

1690 

1942 

488 

1943 

502 

1944 

600 

1945 

00 

00 

1946 

478 

1947 

658 

1948 

857 

1949 

909 

1950 

897 

1951 

764 

1952 

623 

1953 

648 

1954 

690 

TABLE  No.  18. 


WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 


YEAR  OF  BIRTH 

Total 

1948  or  earlier 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

No.  of  Children 
Immunised 

5 

10 

2 

II 

28 

254 

70 

3S0 
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Rin  URN  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  WHICH  DIAGNOSIS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  HAS  BEEN 


Total 
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Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

TOTAL 
RESPIRATORY 
AND  NON- 
RESPIRATORY 

1 
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TOTAL  RESPIRATORY  AND 
NON-RESPIRATORY 


TABLE  No.  21. 


METHODS  BY  WHICH  NEW  PATIENTS  WERE  DISCOVERED  TO  BE 
SUFFERING  FROM  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  1954. 


Sympton  Group  Examination  28 

(M.M.R.  or  other) 

Contact  Group  Examination 

(M.M.R.  or  other)  2 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography 

(General  public,  including  office  and  other 

staffs)  10 

Routine  Examination  of  Special  Groups 
(M.M.R.  or  other) 

(a)  School  staffs  — 

(b)  National  Service  Recruits  — 

(c)  Emigrants  — 


TOTAL 
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Non-Respiratory 
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TABLE  No.  23. 
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TOTAL 


TABLE  No.  24. 
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TABLE  No.  25. 

U.C.G.  VACCINATION  — SCHOOL  CHILDREN 


Children  with  Negative 
Reaction  & Vaccinated 

Percent- 

age 

10 

MTf  OswOvm  00  Q\  OOM  rTOs  m-rt- 

t'-  ^ >0  t^vo  OS  so  SO  SO  r-  tiso  t-~ 

M 

00 

3-3 

No. 

vor-*  00  inn  h h h mo  r-vo  t+- 

hh  w H M O Ov  O ON  VO  00 

►H  M 

O 

OV 

M 

Li 

■i 

Children  with  Positive 
Reaction 

Percent- 

age 

CO  VO  H OVH  0\  M >-<  vo  Ov  vo  m t^vo 

N»o  Tf  n m mro  in  m Mm  mm 

OV 

M 

Ov 

r- 

vd 

Ov 

No. 

vo  os  t""  vo  vo  m 00m  mh  mo  00 

^ Tt-  mm  Mm  Mm 

't- 

O 

m 

r- 

0 

VO 

Total  No. 
tested 

mvo  iohvo  m os  0 -rf  r-  0 vo  m •'t- 

Mm  H M W M Tf  Tf  m M 00  OS  Os 

O 

M 

VO 

m 

00 

M 

vn 

C/J 

V 

O 

C 

as 

Percent- 

age 

Os  *—  VO  Os  IO  Tf  M VO  >-(00  VO>H  0 vo 

OOOS  CO  00  IN  h-  Os  Os  Osoo  Os  Os  os  OS 

Ov 

a 

0 

u 

u 

< 

No. 

0 0 m c 00  0 'f  r-  0 co  m Tf  vo  m 

MM  M m M lot  tm  OOO  Os  M 

1121 

No.  Retested 

No.  of 
Forms 
Issued 

com  h-  (Ci  t h-  00  t iot  r-  O 

MM  M m M M vo  VO  vo  vo  00>-H  O m 

M 

m 

M 

ST.  JOHN  S SCHOOL: 

Boy’s  (1939’s) 

Girls  (1939’s) 

Boys  (1940’s) 

Girls  (1940’s) 

Boys  (1941’s) 

Girls  (1941’s) 

PERTH  HIGH  SCHOOL: 

Boys  (1940’s) 

Girls  (1940’s) 

Boys  (1941’s) 

Girls  (1941’s) 

PERTH  ACADEMY: 

Boys  (1940’s) 

Girls  (1940’s) 

Boys  (i94t’s) 

Girls  (1941’s) 

TOTAL 

Absentees,  etc. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS  NOTIFIED  DURING  EACH  MONTH  OF  1954. 
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BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS 
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November 


TABLE  No.  28. 


BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Domiciliary 

No.  of  Births 
occurring  in 
Perth 

Royal  Infirmary 

No.  of  Births 
in  Private 
Nursing  Homes 

Total 

January 

22 

75 

6 

103 

February 

28 

59 

13 

IOO 

March 

23 

5i 

IO 

84 

April  . 

18 

77 

12 

107 

May  . 

12 

7i 

12 

95 

June  . 

25 

63 

5 

93 

July  . 

23 

65 

10 

98 

August 

13 

73 

14 

100 

September  . 

13 

56 

3 

72 

October 

13 

70 

8 

91 

November  . 

10 

63 

5 

78 

December  . 

18 

60 

9 

87 

Totals 

218 

783 

107 

1 108 
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TABLE  No.  29. 

BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Total  No.  of  Births,  including  still  births,  notified  during  the 
year  ......... 

(i)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23  (2)  of  the  National 
Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  and  present  at  confinement 

(b)  Doctor  engaged  but  not  present  at  confinement 

(c)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . 

(ii)  Other  domiciliary  cases. 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  ...... 

(b)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . 

(c)  Conducted  by  outdoor  staff  of  an  institution 

(d)  Without  doctor  or  midwife  .... 

(iii)  Cases  conducted  at  institutions  (including  private 
maternity  and  nursing  homes)  in  the  area  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority  ...... 


1108 


93 

124 


1 


890 
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TABLE  No.  30. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


Whole- 

time 

Midwives 

Part- 

time 

Midwives 

Total 

No.  of  applications  received  during  the  year 

164 

60 

224 

No  of  Domiciliary  Births  during  the  year. 
Midwife  only  present  at  Confinement 

87 

36 

123 

Doctor  only  present  at  Confinement 

I 

1 

2 

Both  Doctor  and  Midwife  present  at 
confinement  .... 

74 

17 

91 

Neither  a doctor  nor  a midwife 
present  at  the  confinement  . 

1 

I 

Totals 

162 

55 

217 

No.  who  had  been  booked  for  domiciliary 
confinement  but  on  account  of  abnor- 
malities or  unsuitable  housing  accom- 
modation were  sent  to  and  confined 

11 

3 

14 

in  Hospital. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  THE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MIDWIVES  EMPLOYED  BY  THE  LOCAL 
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TABLE  No.  32. 

MATERNITY  DEPARTMENT— PERTH  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 
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TABLE  No.  35. 


ULTRA-VIOLET  RAY  CLINICS. 


First 

Attendances 

Number 

Attending 

Total 

Attendances 

South  Street  Clinic  . 

68 

no 

1063 

Muirton  Clinic 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

68 

no 

1063 

TABLE  No.  36. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 


No.  of  places 
provided  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of 
taken  u 
of  th 

places 
3 at  end 
: year 

Average  daily 
attendance 

Total 

attendances 

Under  2 

Aged 

2-5 

Under  2 

Aged 

2-5 

Under  2 

Aged 

2-5 

Florence  Place 

27 

28 

15 

25 

13-5 

22 

10,004 

Westbank 

— 

18 

~~ 

14 

I 

10 

2,983 

Totals 

27 

46 

15 

39 

14.5 

32 

12,987 

TABLE  No.  37. 

WESTBANK  RESIDENTIAL  NURSERY. 


No.  of  Beds  provided  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Children  ad- 
mitted during 
year 

Children  dis- 
charged during 
year 

Average 

daily 

Attendances 

Under  2 

Aged  2-5 

Others 

16 

— 

85 

85 

13-4 
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TABLE  No.  38. 

HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 


No.  of  cases  who 
received 
assistance. 

Maternity  Cases 

14 

Cases  of  Illness 

17 

Aged  Persons 

87 

Tuberculosis  Cases 

8 

Blind  Persons 

2 

TOTAL 

to 

00 

No.  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of 
the  year 

Total  No.  of  hours  worked  by  Home  Helps 
during  the  year. 

Whole-Time  Part-Time 

14  1 

20,100 

TABLE  No.  39. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 


Nu 

mber  of  Ca 

ses. 

No.  of  Visits. 

New  Cases 

Old  Cases 

Total 

January 

50 

68 

1 18 

953 

February 

55 

63 

118 

924 

March 

46 

9i 

137 

1003 

April 

48 

69 

117 

1149 

May  .... 

54 

71 

125 

1236 

June  .... 

54 

81 

135 

1164 

! July 

47 

88 

135 

1239 

August 

42 

87 

129 

1271 

September 

53 

81 

134 

1267 

October 

64 

86 

150 

1218 

November  . 

72 

99 

171 

1509 

December  . 


73 

xoo 

173 

1528 

Totals 

658 

984 

1642 

14461 

TABLE  No.  40. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 
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Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


Sanitary  Department, 
22  York  Place, 
Perth, 

3 1 st  March.  1955. 


To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland , and  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates 
and  Council  of  the  City  of  Perth. 


My  Lord  Provost,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Department  of  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  year  1954. 

PREFACE. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  past  year  in  the  field  of  environmental 
sanitation  was  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  (Repairs  and 
Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954. 

Scottish  local  authorities  and  officials  have  had  to  study  very  seriously 
the  many  problems  and  implications  of  this  latest  addition  to  the  legislation 
dealing  with  housing  matters. 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  issued  a memorandum 
(No.  49/1954)  which  draws  attention  to  the  provisions  of  Part  1 of  the 
Act  with  particular  reference  to  the  powers  and  duties  invested  in  local 
authorities  for  the  clearance,  redevelopment  and  reconditioning  of  unfit 
houses. 

Under  Section  1 of  the  Act,  local  authorities  must  submit  by  August 
30th,  1955,  proposals  for  dealing  with  houses  in  their  district  which  they 
consider  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  which,  in  their  opinion,  ought 
to  be  included  in  clearance  areas. 

A start  has  already  been  made  in  carrying  out  a general  survey  of 
unfit  houses  in  the  city  with  a view  tc  submitting  proposals  as  required  ! 
by  the  Act. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  involve  questions  of  public  health, 
housing,  house  management,  town  planning  and  several  other  departments 
of  the  local  authority’s  service. 
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The  Town  Council  has  appointed  a special  joint  sub-Committee  to 
prepare  the  proposals  and  make  recommendations  as  to  the  appropriate 
taction  to  be  taken  by  the  Town  Council. 

Details  of  steps  already  taken  under  the  Act  are  included  in  the  first 
section  of  this  report  which  covers  the  question  of  housing  generally. 

HOUSING. 

-Unfit  Houses:  During  the  year  undertakings  were  received  from  owners 
not  to  relet  the  following  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation: — 


No.  of 

Property.  Houses. 

Order. 

46  Barossa  Street 

I 

Undertaking 

6 Cow  Vermel 

3 

33 

14  Cow  Vennel 

1 

33 

11  Clayholes 

1 

Corporation  Property 

8b  Craigie  Place 

1 

33  33 

12  Craigie  Place 

1 

33  33 

16  Craigie  Place 

1 

33  33 

13  Cross  Street 

1 

33  33 

17  Cross  Street 

1 

33  33 

21  Cross  Street 

1 

33  33 

6 Foundry  Lane 

1 

Undertaking 

48  George  Street 

1 

33 

George  Inn  Lane 

1 

33 

George  Inn  Lane 

5 

Corporation  Property 

77  High  Street 

1 

Undertaking 

99  High  Street 

2 

33 

1 17  High  Street 

1 

33 

1 31  High  Street 

1 

33 

208  High  Street 

2 

33 

330  High  Street 

1 

Corporation  Property 

20  Hospital  Street 

1 

Undertaking 

13  Horners  Lane 

1 

33 

75  Kinnoull  Causeway 

1 

33 

49  Leonard  Street 

2 

33 

81  Leonard  Street 

1 

33 

61  Main  Street 

2 

33 

28  Meal  Vennel 

1 

Corporation  Property 

34  Meal  Vennel 

1 

33  33 

56  Meal  Vennel 

1 

33  33 

3 Melville  Street 

4 

Undertaking 

31  Newrow 

1 

33 

39  Newrow 

1 

33 

7 Kirkgate 

1 

33 

1 Paul  Street 

1 

33 

16  Paul  Street 

1 

33 

11  Pomarium  Street 

1 

3? 

47  Pomarium  Street 

1 

33 

65  Pomarium  Street 

1 

33 

83  Pomarium  Street 

1 

33 

85  Pomarium  Street 

2 

33 

89  Pomarium  Street 

1 

33 

41  Princes  Street 

1 

33 

7 St.  John’s  Place 

1 

33 
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No. 

of 

Property.  Houses. 

Order. 

4 St.  Paul’s  Square 

I 

Undertaking 

St.  Magdalene’s 

Cottage 

I 

Corporation  Property 

The  Steading, 

Banrhill 

I 

Undertaking 

1 1 Skinnergate 

2 

)) 

88  South  Street 

I 

33 

49  Stormont  Street 

2 

Undertaking 

16  Union  Lane 

I 

33 

18  Watergate 

I 

33 

27  West  Mill  Street 

I 

33 

56  West  Mill  Street 

I 

33 

37  Whitefriars  Street 

I 

33 

50  Whitefriars  Street 

I 

33 

7i 

Of  58  houses  owned  by  the  Town  Council  and  included  in  a surve\ 
made  in  1949  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  55  had  been  closed 
at  the  end  of  1954. 

Demolition:  The  following  properties  which  consisted  of  unfit  houses 
were  demolished  during  the  year  : — 


13-29  Cross  Street 

18  houses 

George  Inn  Lane 

7 » 

217  High  Street 

12  „ 

53  Meal  Vennel 

8 „ 

2-6  Cow  Vennel 

7 » 

4-8  Craigie  Place 

4 » 

56  houses 

Clearance  Areas: 


MEAL  VENNEL. 


Whilst  negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  the  remaining  properties  in 
this  area  have  been  very  long  and  drawn  out,  the  rehousing  of  the  occupiers 
has  been  almost  completed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  4 tenants  and  2 sub-tenants 
still  in  occupation  of  houses  in  the  area  and  the  demolition  of  the  comer 
block  of  property  51-55  57-59,  61  Meal  Vennel  and  119  South  Street, 
and  123-127  South  Street  was  in  progress. 


CLAYHOLES. 

Reports  were  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  regarding  the 
insanitary  condition  of  the  properties  at  Clayholes. 

Several  of  these  properties  are  in  a vacant  and  derelict  condition, 
and  the  Town  Council  decided  to  acquire  by  negotiation,  if  possible,  those 
properties  not  already  owned  by  the  Council  so  that  all  the  houses  in  the 
area  might  be  vacated  and  the  properties  demolished. 

Negotiations  had  been  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the 
acquisition  of  all  the  properties  in  the  area  with  one  exception. 
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POMARIUM  STREET. 

A survey  of  properties  in  Pomarium  Street  was  carried  out  during  the 
rear  and  reports  submitted  to  the  special  joint  sub-Committee  of  the  Town 
Council. 

An  Official  Representation  was  made  to  the  Health  Committee  and 
:he  Town  Council  in  respect  of  two  proposed  Clearance  Areas,  namely, 

°omarium  Street,  East  Side,  No.  i. 

This  Area  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Pomarium  Street,  and  extends 
Tom  the  northmost  end  of  the  street  at  its  junction  with  Hospital  Street 
220-22  Hospital  Street  and  i Pomarium  Street)  to  73  Pomarium  Street, 
rnd  consists  of  17  buildings  and  the  vacant  ground  between  Nos.  11  and 
Hi  Pomarium  Street. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Area  is  58,  and,  on  16th  November, 
5954,  the  number  of  persons  occupying  the  buildings  was  found  to  be  81. 

’omarium  Street,  East  Side  No.  2. 

This  Area  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Pomarium  Street  at  the  south- 
nost  end,  and  consists  of  three  contiguous  tenements,  81-83,  85-87  and 
:9~95  Pomarium  Street,  containing  a total  of  23  houses  and,  on  16th 
November,  1954,  the  number  of  persons  occupying  the  buildings  was 
ound  to  be  38. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  of  a total  of  57  families  residing  in  the  two 
L.reas,  24  were  persons  residing  alone,  and  13  were  of  only  2 persons  in 
ne  household.  This  accentuates  the  need  for  small  houses  to  accommodate 
arsons  removing  from  such  Clearance  Areas,  most  overcrowded  families 
saving  already  been  rehoused  by  the  normal  system  of  allocation. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  record  the  action  which  has  been  taken  during 
oe  year  to  deal  with  unfit  houses  by  way  of  Clearance  Areas. 

It  should  be  emphasised,  however,  that  the  problem  of  clearing  the 
mms  and  wiping  out  unfit  houses  will  never  be  solved  by  any  short-term 
colicy  or  programme.  We  must  face  the  fact  that  it  is  a slow  business. 

The  Meal  Vennel  Clearance  Area  is  a sharp  reminder  of  this.  As  long 
go  as  13th  October,  1936,  the  Town  Council  resolved  and  declared  that 
iis  Area  should  be  a Clearance  Area.  It  is  only  within  the  last  five  years 
' so  that  any  appreciable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  rehousing  of 
-'cupiers  and  demolition  of  properties. 

We  must  use  all  our  powers  to  ensure  that  all  the  houses  which  we  are  at 
r'esent  including  in  our  survey  of  unfit  houses  will  be  wiped  out  before 
'other  two  decades. 

•OUSING  (REPAIRS  AND  RENTS)  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1954 

Part  II. 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  has  issued  a memorandum 
»HS  50/ 1954)  which  draws  attention  to  the  prov  sions  of  Part  II  of  the 
:ousing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954,  and  particularly  to 
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the  powers  and  duties  placed  upon  local  authorities  in  connection  with  thjj 
increase  of  rents  of  controlled  houses  permitted  by  the  Act. 

The  main  task  that  falls  upon  the  local  authority  under  Part  II  of  th|l 
Act  is  the  operation  of  the  “ Certificate  Procedure  ” relating  to  thll 
condition  of  the  house. 

A tenant  may  apply  to  the  local  authority  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepai|| 
at  any  time  after  a notice  of  increase  has  been  served  for  his  house.  I;.tj 
the  local  authority  is  satisfied  that  the  house  is  either  : (a)  not  in  good  and! 
tenantable  repair  or  (b)  is  in  some  other  respect  unfit  for  human  habitation!  >i 
they  must  grant  a certificate  in  the  prescribed  form  and  at  the  samil 
time  serve  a copy  on  the  landlord. 

The  Certificate  will,  subject  to  the  landlord’s  right  of  appeal,  allovlj 
the  tenant  to  withhold  the  increase  (either  the  repairs  increase  or  th4 1 
1920  increase,  or  both)  for  the  period  starting  at  the  date  on  which  h a 
applied  for  it. 

The  effect  of  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  issued  after  a notice  of  increas  I 
is  that  instead  of  the  landlord’s  being  able  to  increase  the  rent  by  two-fifth  I 
or  40  per  cent,  the  tenant  may  withhold  the  increase  of  40  per  cen  I 
permitted  under  the  Act  of  1920.  This  must  make  landlords  conside:  I 
very  carefully  whether  “ the  conditions  justifying  an  increase  of  rent  ’ I 
are  in  fact  fulfilled  before  serving  a “ notice  of  increase  ” on  the  tenant  I 
Otherwise  the  result  may  mean  a reduction  of  rent  instead  of  an  increase  ] 
Also,  the  landlord  may  find  himself  called  upon  to  make  the  house  fi  j 
or  have  it  demolished  or  closed. 

It  is  perhaps  too  early  yet  to  judge  the  effects  of  Part  II  of  the  nev|| 
Act. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  only  four  applications  by  tenants 
for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  had  been  received.  Two  of  these  were  grantee 
and  two  were  refused  by  the  local  authority7.  Appeals  have  been  lodgec  i 
with  the  Sheriff  by  the  landlords  against  the  two  certificates  which  wen 
granted.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  comparitively  few  notices  of  increastj 
of  rent  have  been  served  by  landlords  in  respect  of  houses  in  the  city,  and 
at  the  moment,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  this  Part  of  the  new  Act  >s  going  t(  j 
have  any  general  effect  either  on  the  level  of  rents  or  >n  the  repair  anc  ] 
maintenance  of  house  property. 

Provision  of  New  Houses: 

During  the  year  1954  new  houses  were  provided  as  follows  : — 
Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise: — 


3 apts.  - 

- 

Nil 

4 apts.  - 

- 

18  houses 

5 apts.  - 

- 

6 „ 

6 apts.  - 

~ 

4 » 

Total 

28  „ 

58 


fPrivate  Houses  under  construction  at  end  of  1954: — 

3 apts.  - 4 houses 

4 apts.  - 6 „ 

5 apts.  - - 3 „ 

6 apts.  - 1 „ 


Total 
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Corporation  Houses  completed  during  1954: — 

Letham  Housing  Development'. — 

ITraditional  — - - - 

Moncreiffe  Housing  Estate : — 

ITraditional  — — - - 

Totals 

[[Corporation  Houses  under  const 

Letham  Housing  Development: — 

[Traditional  - 

Housing  Improvement  Grants:  During  the  year  12  applications  by 
Owners  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 
950,  were  approved  by  the  Town  Council,  and  2 applications  were 
reftised. 


2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

Totals 

12 

149 

4i 

202 

— 

40 

— 

40 

12 

ruction 

189 

at  end  of 

4i 

1954:— 

242 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

Totals 

86 

174 

2 

262 

While  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954,  makes 
certain  amendments  to  the  1950  Act  regarding  improvement  grants,  we 
ran  only  wait  and  see  if  even  these  amendments  will  lead  to  any  great 
mcrease  in  the  number  of  improvements  to  houses  under  that  Act. 
“oints  System:  Two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  visits  of  inspection  were 
■nade  in  connection  with  unfitness  points,  and  the  results  notified  to  the 
Tity  Factor  along  with  awards  of  medical  points  by  the  Medical  Officer 
[■f  Health  in  health  cases. 

Disinfestation  of  Bug-Infested  Furniture  and  Bedding:  Eight 

rundred  and  sixty- three  houses  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  bed 
"•ugs  prior  to  the  removal  of  tenants  to  Corporation  houses.  In  5 cases 
evidence  of  bed  bugs  was  found  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
iisinfestation  of  the  furniture  by  cyanide  gas,  and  the  bedding  by  steam, 
‘efore  delivery  of  the  furniture  and  bedding  to  the  Corporation  house. 
Overcrowding:  During  the  past  year  out  of  a total  allocation  of  492 
louses,  217  overcrowding  cases  were  rehoused,  124  being  tenants  of 
touses  and  93  occupying  sublet  rooms.  This  represents  44  per  cent  of 
ne  allocations. 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-two  nuisances  were  discovered  or  complained 
f5  and  55  intimations  under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
*ct,  1897,  were  served. 

Two  notices  under  Section  20  of  the  Act  were  also  served  where  no 
-tion  had  been  taken  to  abate  nuisances  following  the  intimation. 
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Seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  visits  of  inspection  and  enquiry7  were 
made. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  nuisances  dealt  with  : — 

Choked  or  defective  drains  - - - - - - 21 

Choked  or  defective  traps  ______  2 

Choked  or  defective  gullies  ------ 

Choked  or  defective  rainwater  conductors  - - - 4 

Choked  or  defective  drains  9 

Chcked  or  defective  waste-pipes  - - - - 3 

Choked  or  defective  W.Cs.  ------ 

Defective  roofs  - - - - - — - — 18 

Dampness  in  houses  - - - - - - - 31 

Defective  floors  and  woodwork  _____  6 

Defective  ceilings  and  wall  plaster  _____  10 

Defective  vents  and  firegrates  _____  g 

Defective  windows  _______  3 

Accumulations  --------21 

Smoke  nuisances  - --  --  --  - 19 

Domestic  animal  nuisances  - - - - - - 6 

Verminous  houses  _______  18 

Insect  nuisances  - --  --  --  -29 

Offensive  smells  - --  --  --  - 16 

Dirty  houses  - 8 

Defective  walls  - — 2 

Alleged  contaminated  water  supply  _____  1 

Pigeon  and  poultry  nuisances  2 

Flooding  _________  6 

Defective  chimneyheads  ______  2 

Dirty  back  courts  - 2 

Failing  to  clean  passages,  stairs  and  W.C.  apts.  - - 20 

Miscellaneous  - — - - - - - - 13 
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SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

During  the  year  the  following  improvements  in  the  sanitary7 
accommodation  of  houses  were  carried  out : — 

59  North  Methven  Street:  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

19B  Glover  Street:  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

17  Hospital  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 

6 Friar  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 

21  Muirton  Place:  Kitchenette  provided. 

Kinnoull  Hill  Lodge:  Kitchenette  provided. 

28  Kinnoull  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 

12  Strathmore  Street:  Kitchenette  provided. 

hi  Crieff  Road:  Bathroom  provided. 

16  Atholl  Street:  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

32  Atholl  Street:  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

Hillend,  Dundee  Road:  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

126  High  Street:  Bathrooms  and  kitchenettes  provided  in  two 

houses. 

25  South  William  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 

4 Rose  Crescent:  Bathroom  provided. 
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-o  Leonard  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 

33  Nelson  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 

Viewfield,  Letham:  Bathroom,  kitchenette  and  utility  room 

provided  on  ground  flat ; W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin  provided 
on  top  flat. 

3 Balhousie  Avenue:  Cellar  converted  to  W.C.  apartment. 

4 Gray  Street:  W.C.  apartment  provided. 

Viewfield  Cottage,  Viewlands  Road:  Bathroom  and  kitchenette 
provided. 

A total  of  17  bathrooms,  12  kitchenettes  and  3 W.C.  apartments  were 
sprovided. 

PAINTING  OF  COMMON  STAIRS  AND  PASSAGES. 

During  the  year  115  notices  were  issued  under  the  Burgh  Police 
':(Scotland)  Act,  1892,  Section  117,  in  respect  of  81  stairs  and  passages, 
dn  74  cases  painting  had  been  completed. 

CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING. 

The  refuse  is  collected  three  times  a week  from  premises  in  the  centre 
bfthe  City  along  with  certain  other  populated  areas,  including  Corporation 
Mousing  Schemes,  and  twice  a week  from  those  in  the  outlying  districts. 

The  refuse  is  conveyed  to  the  Separation  and  Destruction  Plant  at 
triarton,  where  all  salvage  is  removed  from  it.  The  remainder  is  burned 
find  the  dust  and  clinkers  taken  to  Newhouse  Quarry. 

As  regards  street  sweeping,  there  are  26  beats  in  the  City  with  a sweeper 
ion  each. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  five  Offensive  Trades  registered  within  the  City  : — 
Slaughterhouse  1 

Tallow  Melting  Works  . . 1 

Manure  Manufacturers  . . 3 

These  were  all  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  no  complaints 
bf  nuisance  were  received. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  question  of  sanitary  accommodation  in  schools  is  receiving 
increasing  notice  on  the  part  of  the  public  and  also  of  the  authorities 
concerned. 

I have  called  attention  to  this  matter  in  previous  annual  reports  and 
Pressed  the  importance  of  it. 

During  the  past  year  the  undernoted  improvements  were  carried  out 
t City  schools  : — 

■iorthern  District:  Drainage  of  surface  water  from  girls’  playground 

*as  improved. 
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Southern  District:  New  female  staffroom  was  provided  on  grounaoc 

floor,  with  cloakroom,  2 W.Cs.  and  2 wash-hand  basins  with  hot  and  colJH 
water  supply. 

Cherrybank:  One  of  the  old  urinals  was  replaced  by  fireclay  slabs  ana 
channel. 

Craigclowan  School  (Private).  An  8 ft.  urinal  with  fireclay  slabs  anc 
channel,  2 W.Cs.  and  3 wash-hand  basins  with  hot  and  cold  water  suppl; 
were  provided  for  boys  in  a converted  external  apartment  with  entrano 
through  a cloakroom  off  the  basement  passage. 

Whilst  it  is  pleasing  to  record  these  improvements  I must  again  cal 
attention  to  some  outstanding  matters  : — 

Senior  Academy:  The  number  of  pupils  attending  this  school  when  i 
was  built  some  twenty  years  ago  was  in  the  region  of  600.  There  are  nov 
over  960,  an  increase  of  60%,  with  the  result  that  the  original  sanitar 
accommodation,  especially  that  for  girls,  is  overtaxed  and  quite  inadequate 
When  one  also  considers  that  few  of  the  pupils  or  staff  manage  home  foi 
mid-day  meals,  the  gross  shortage  of  sanitary  accommodation  require: 
urgent  attention. 

Junior  Academy:  Additional  W.Cs.  are  required  for  girls. 

Central  District:  It  is  understood  that  extensive  improvements  arc 

to  be  carried  out  at  this  school  which  is  to  be  used  to  relieve  the  over-, 
crowding  at  Northern  District. 

St.  John  s R.C.  Primary:  Urinal  should  be  replaced  by  fireclay  slabs  1 

Craigie:  Additional  W.Cs.  and  urinal  space  are  required  for  boys.  The, 
present  urinal  should  be  replaced  by  fireclay  slabs  and  a screening  wal 
erected. 

Whilst  we  have  teen  assured  that  the  improvements  suggested  in  m> 
survey  report  last  year,  which  was  submitted  to  the  Education  Authority- 
will  be  carried  out  as  and  when  funds  permit,  I trust  that  at  least  the  most 
urgent  of  these  will  be  started  this  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  year  just  ended,  while  not  showing  any  spectacular  reduction  in‘ 
smoke  emission,  has  been  one  of  steady  achievement  both  locally  and 
nationally,  culminating  in  the  presentation  in  November  of  the  Beaver 
Committee  Report  on  Air  Pollution. 

This  report  received  wide  publicity  in  the  national  press,  stressing 
that  the  scale  of  air  pollution  from  both  industrial  and  domestic  sources 
was  such  as  to  constitute  a social  and  economic  evil  in  this  country,  and  I 
which  should  no  longer  be  tolerated.  It  is  confidently  anticipated  that  < 
the  “ Clean  Air  Act,”  as  recommended  in  the  Beaver  Report,  will  be  in  1 
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existence  before  another  year  has  passed,  and  thus  provide  local  authorities 
frith  workable  legislation  to  support  their  efforts  to  reduce  atmospheric 
dilution. 

In  the  City,  five  firemen  from  the  class  in  Boiler-House  Practice  sat 
»r  and  gained  the  City  and  Guilds  Boiler  Operator’s  Certificate.  This  is 
ne  first  year  that  this  particular  examination  has  been  held  by  City  and 
builds  and  it  is  hoped  that  many  more  firemen  will  ultimately  take  this 
xamination  which  combines  a practical  test  in  the  boiler-house  along  with 
-written  examination.  A further  19  persons  have  enrolled  for  the  1954-55 
ession  in  Boiler-House  Practice  in  the  local  evening  school,  the  majority 
r them  being  Education  Authority  Janitors. 

From  experience  gained  during  the  three  years’  classes  which  have 
een  held  in  Perth,  it  would  appear  that  boiler  operators  have  only  attended 
ae  classes  after  some  pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  by  employers, 
cd  t is  noticeable  that  the  response  from  private  industry  has  been  very 
«>or,  the  majority  of  those  attending  coming  frcm  government  establish- 
ments, nationalised  bodies^  or  local  government. 

The  prospect  of  paying  class  fees  and  examination  fees,  and  then 
iceiving  no  increase  in  pay  even  if  a certificate  is  gained  by  examination 
oes  not  appeal  to  many  men,  and  until  some  financial  inducement  is 
-ven  by  employers  to  their  boiler  operators  to  attend  classes  and  gain 
:e  Operator’s  Certificate,  then  very  few  men  are  likely  to  come  forward, 
espite  the  fact  that  there  are  probably  up  to  50  operators  of  boiler  plant 
the  City  who  could  benefit  by  such  a course  of  instruction. 

During  the  year  the  National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service  came 
<0  being,  and  the  liaison  which  formerly  existed  between  the  Department 
d the  Ministry  of  Fuel  technical  advisers  has  been  maintained  with 
tis  new  organisation. 

The  Town  Council  has  given  a good  lead  during  the  year  in  the  field 
! smoke  abatement,  and  the  following  improvements  can  be  recorded: — 

'Underfeed  stokers  replacing  hand-firing  on  Lancashire  boiler  at  Corporation 
Wash-house. 

Two  sectional  hot  water  boilers  with  underfeed  stokers  replacing  hand-fired 
Lancashire  boiler  at  City  Hall. 

Two  sectional  hot  water  boilers  with  underfeed  stokers  replacing  gas-fired 
boilers  at  Corporation  Baths. 

• Contract  placed  for  replacement  of  old  Cornish  boiler  by  Economic  boiler 
fitted  with  underfeed  stokers,  and  provision  of  underfeed  stokers  cn 
existing  hand-fired  Lancashire  boiler  at  Bertha  Home. 

1 Contract  placed  for  replacement  of  steam  pumps  by  electric  pumps  at 
Waterworks,  thus  doing  away  with  two  hand-fired  Lancashire  boilers  and 
retaining  one  Lancashire  boiler  fitted  with  coking  stokers  as  a standby. 

The  completion  of  this  work  will  mean  that  in  the  14  main  buildings 
•the  City  owned  by  the  Town  Council,  the  boiler  plants  will  cither  be 
crating  with  smokeless  fuel,  or  using  mechanical  equipment  which 
uild  reduce  smoke  emission  to  a minimum. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950 


In  addition  to  improvements  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  licensed 
-remises  referred  to  later  in  this  report,  the  following  works  were  carried 
I mt  on  shop  premises  during  the  year  : — 

i taker’s  Premises:  New  restaurant,  shop  and  bakehouse  erected,  with 
I me  W.C.  and  one  w'ash-hand  basin  for  males  and  one  W.C.  and  one 
I pash-hand  basin  for  females  for  use  of  public  ; one  W.C.  and  wash-hand 
I uasin  for  males  and  one  W.C.  and  one  wash-hand  basin  for  females  for 
»se  of  staff. 

iafe  Premises:  New  cafe  erected  with  kitchen,  one  W.C.  and  one 

eash-hand  basin  for  males,  and  one  W.C.  and  one  wash-hand  basin  for 
rmales. 

tadies’  Outfitter:  One  W.C.  and  one  wash-hand  basin  provided  off 

nop. 

agricultural  Implements  Shop:  New  W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin 

Tovided. 

(ports  Outfitter:  W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin  provided. 

General  Grocer:  W.C.  and  stainless  steel  sink  unit  provided. 

draper:  W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin  provided. 

lural  Gas  Showrooms:  W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin  provided. 

During  the  year  239  visits  of  inspection  were  made  of  shops  for  the 
impose  of  the  Act. 


The  Model  Lodging-House  at  14-36  Skinnergate  continues  to  be 
pt  in  a very  satisfactory  condition,  and  no  cause  for  complaint  was 
cund. 


At  Princes  Street  Hostel  certain  improvements  to  the  drainage  system 
tere  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  premises  were  maintained  in  a 
fitisfactory  condition. 


The  caravans  at  the  Showground  on  the  South  Inch  were  visited  during 
»e  period  of  the  fairs,  and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found. 

The  Town  Council  have  agreed  to  provide  a caravan  site  at  the  lower 
eld  at  Cleeve,  with  accommodation  for  approximately  fifty  caravans, 
’he  necessary  water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation,  office  for  attendant, 
-c-  will  be  provided  at  the  site. 

This  is  a very  commendable  project  since  there  is  a real  demand  for 
uch  accommodation  and  it  is  much  more  satisfactory  to  have  a proper 
*te  with  all  necessary  facilities  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Town 
ouncil  rather  than  have  persons  trying  to  find  suitable  sites  to  park 
uravans  in  some  odd  corners  where  such  facilities  do  not  exist. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSE. 


HOUSE  LET-IN-LODGINGS. 


TENTS  AND  VANS. 
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BURIALS. 


Under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the  Departmer 
made  arrangements  for  the  burials  of  bodies  of  3 adults  and  2 childre 
who  had  died,  or  been  found  dead  in  the  City,  and  where  no  other  suitabl 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  bodies  had  been  made. 

CITY  MORTUARY. 

The  City  Mortuary,  Speygate,  continues  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactoi 
condition  under  the  control  of  this  Department. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

The  three  burial  grounds  within  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  a satisfactor 
condition  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Parks  an 
Cemeteries. 

PIGGERIES. 

Steps  continue  to  be  taken  to  effect  improvement  in  the  gener; 
conditions  of  piggeries  in  the  Burgh. 

At  one  piggery,  where  conditions  were  very  bad,  the  keeping  of  p4 
was  discontinued  after  threat  of  proceedings  for  contraventions  of  tf 
byelaws. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  rats  and  979  mice  were  destroyec 
This  includes  36  rats  and  93  mice  at  business  premises,  558  rats  and 
mice  at  dwelling-house  property,  25  rats  at  piggeries,  farms  and  mart 
109  mice  at  institutions,  and  160  rats  destroyed  at  Friarton  Refuse  Dispos; 
Works  and  Newhouse  Quarry  by  the  trapper  employed  by  the  Cleansin 
Department. 

The  sum  of  £25  14s.  was  recovered  as  costs  of  treatment  of  busine; 
premises  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  (including  the  quantin'  supplie 
in  bulk  to  the  County)  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954,  wt 
1,079,408,000  gallons.  Of  this  quantity  341,472,000  gallons  were  supplie 
by  meter  (including  the  County  supply)  and  an  estimated  quantity  < 
36,000,000  was  supplied  for  unmetered  non-domestic  purposes. 

The  domestic  consumption  in  the  Burgh  was  46.9  gallons  per  hea 
per  day. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  following  new  sewers  were  laid  at  Letham  Housing  Developmer 
during  1954  : — 

2nd  Development — 24"  diameter — 20  lin.  yds. 

12"  „ — 10  „ „ 

9 33  244  33  33 
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3 rd  Development — 

12" 

„ — 46 

33 

33 

4 th  Development — 

9" 

„ — 820 

33 

33 

6" 

» —135 

33 

33 

Mount  T abor  Road — 

12" 

diamteer  — 87  lin.  yds. 

The  following  surface  drains  were  laid  at 

Letham  : — 

2nd  Development — 

_ _ n 

3° 

diameter  — 21 

lin. 

yds. 

9" 

„ — 10 

33 

33 

6" 

» — 5 

33 

33 

3 rd  Development — 

6" 

» — 84 

33 

33 

4 th  Development — 

9" 

„ —500 

33 

33 

6" 

» — 90 

33 

33 

The  drains  of  all  new 

houses  and  other  premises  were 

ie  smoke  test  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Department. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES. 

During  the  year  141  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  to  houses  in  which 
■ses  of  infectious  disease  had  occurred,  and  particulars  of  patients  and 
>ntacts  were  obtained.  One  hundred  and  six  notice?  were  sent  to 
eadmasters  of  schools  regarding  exclusion  periods  of  patients  and 
rntacts. 

berculosis  Disinfections:  Special  attention  is  given  to  houses  from 
ich  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  removed  to  hospital  or  where 
.aths  from  this  disease  have  taken  place. 

Fifty-one  houses  and  46  sets  of  bedding  were  disinfected  and  two  sets 
bedding  destroyed. 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

iilk  Supply:  All  creameries  and  retail  premises  were  inspected  regularly, 
id  very  little  cause  for  complaint  was  found,  the  various  Acts,  Orders 
id  Regulations  being  complied  with  generally. 

Regular  inspections  were  also  made  to  the  only  milk  producer’s 
remises  in  the  burgh,  who,  during  the  year,  changed  over  to  an  attested 
:rd.  Unfortunately,  the  structural  condition  of  the  premises  do  not 
stify  the  granting  of  a T.T.  Licence.  All  milk  from  this  producer  goes  to 
ie  of  the  creameries  for  pasteurisation. 

As  requested  by  the  Department  of  Health,  the  following  particulars 
se  given  : — 

(a)  The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk 

(b)  The  number  of  producers  and  wholesale  dealers  who 

do  not  sell  milk  by  retail  . 

(c)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  registered 

premises 

(d)  The  number  of  dairies  exempt  from  registration 

(e)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  premises 
exempt  from  registration.  . 

Of  the  two  producers  on  the  Register,  only  one  is  at  present  keeping 
’’Ws  for  the  purpose  of  sale  of  milk. 
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All  milk  sold  in  the  City  is  sold  under  special  designation.  Thl 


within  the  City  : — 

Per- 

Gallons 

centage 

Pasteurised 

2,800 

76.1% 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

560 

15.2% 

Certified  . 

280 

7-6°o 

Tuberculin  Tested 

40 

i-i% 

3,680 

100.0 

Pasteurisation  Plants.  The  three  creameries  pasteurising  milk  withii 
the  Burgh  continued  to  function  efficiently  throughout  the  year.  A1 
plants  produce  both  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  and  Pasteurised  grades  of  milk 

At  one  creamery,  an  old  holder  plant  was  replaced  by  a holder  plan 
of  modern  design  capable  of  handling  600  gallons  per  hour.  This  plan 
has  functioned  most  satisfactorily  since  its  installation.  Despite  the  moden 
trend  towards  H.T.S.T.  plant,  the  manager  of  this  creamery  has  retainec 
his  faith  in  the  holder  principle  of  pasteurisation,  maintaining  that  a largq 
proportion  of  his  sales  is  outwith  the  Burgh  where  evidence  of  “ cream 
line  ” has  a considerable  bearing  on  sales.  This  “ cream-line  ” he  consider 
is  more  readily  obtained  in  a holder  plant. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  another  of  the  creameries  started  th< 
packaging  of  Fresh  Butter,  and  it  is  possible  that  this  department  of  thi 
creamery  may  be  further  developed. 

The  quantity  of  milk  coming  in  to  the  creameries  has  shown  a stead}: 
improvement  throughout  the  year,  showing  that  the  efforts  of  ou: 
colleagues  in  the  county  districts  to  raise  the  standard  of  milk  production 
are  not  going  unrewarded. 

It  must  be  recorded  that  of  the  bulk  milk  supplies  coming  into  the 
creameries  for  pasteurisation,  97.5%  comes  from  Tuberculin  Tested  herd5 
so  that  the  day  is  not  far  off  when  Perth  will  have  ioo°  0 T.T.  milk  supply 

The  average  daily  production  of  the  combined  plants  in  the  Burgh  wa: 
as  follows  : — 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . 35850  gallons 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk.  . 1,220  gallons 

Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  All  milk  supplies  coming  in  to  the 
creameries  are  tested  by  experienced  milk  testers.  Their  regular  testing 
and  prompt  notification  to  producers  whose  supplies  fall  below  the 
standards  have  done  much  to  maintain  milk  standards  at  a high  level. 

During  the  year  91  samples  failed  the  1st  weekly  Resazurin  test;  13 
samples  failed  the  2nd  weekly  test,  and  2 samples  failed  the  3rd  weekly 
test. 

No  milk  was  rejected  at  the  platform  during  the  year. 

School  Milk.  Attention  is  given  to  school  milk  supplies  both  in  the 
creameries  and  at  the  schools.  Of  38  school  milk  samples  only  one  was 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  No  complaints  were  received  regarding  school 
milk  supplies  during  the  year. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  the  bacteriologist’s  reports  on  the  examination  of  graded 
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Total  . 147  147  — I 118  2 146  1 ! 144 


Testing  of  Non-Designated  Milk.  In  accordance  with  the  Departmei 
of  Health  Circular  No.  17/1947,  the  following  table  shows  the  results  < 
the  testing  of  non-designated  milk.  All  samples  were  submitted  to  th 
plate  count  and  coliform  tests  in  addition  to  the  methylene  blue  (Hisco; 
test : — 


Bacteria 

Count 

Methylene  Blue 

Coliform 

Samples 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis 

factory 

Raw  Milk 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Cream 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

ICE  CREAM. 

Owing  to  unfavourable  weather  conditions  the  trade  in  ice  cream  n; : 
been  particularly  quiet  during  the  past  year. 

In  previous  years  a considerable  number  of  vehicles  from  other  distric  ! 
came  into  the  City,  especially  during  the  summer  months,  but  it  woul 
appear  that  some  traders  have  found  that  the  travelling  distance  and  co: 
of  petrol  have  not  made  their  long  journeys  really  worth  while. 

So  far  as  the  local  manufacturers  and  dealers  are  concerned  there  hi 
been  very  little  cause  for  complaint.  Premises  and  plant  have  been  kef 
in  a satisfactory  condition,  and  the  results  of  samples  show  that,  on  th 
whole,  a good  safe  article  of  food  is  being  offered  to  the  public. 

The  beneficial  results  of  legislation  already  applied  to  this  trade  havi 
been  such  as  to  make  one  question  very  much  why  there  should  be  sj 
much  hesitation  and  doubt  in  certain  quarters  regarding  the  need  fc 
similar  legislation,  including  registration  to  be  applied  to  other  food  traded 

During  the  year  registrations  were  granted  in  respect  of  3 premise  ^ 
and  2 vehicles.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  12  premises  were  registere 
for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  37  premises  an 
1 1 vehicles  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

All  registered  premises  and  vehicles  were  inspected  regularly  and  wherl 
necessary,  traders  were  advised  regarding  measures  to  comply  with  th 
Regulations. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  yea 
for  chemical  examination  : — 
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No.  of 
Sample 

Fat 

per  cent 

No.  of 
Sample 

Fat 

per  cent 

26 

5.89 

67 

5.05 

42 

7-85 

68 

4.66 

43 

5-94 

69 

4-43 

44 

4.56 

70 

5-37 

45 

4-54 

7i 

5.26 

46 

6.55 

72 

5-55 

47 

12.40 

73 

9.64 

64 

6.42 

83 

8.04 

65 

II. II 

84 

4.80 

66 

12.10 

85 

5.02 

The  average  fat  content  was  6.76/0. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year 
or  bacteriological  examination  : — 


No.  of 
Sample 

Plate  Count 

Coliform 

No.  of 
Sample 

Plate  Count 

Coliform 

1 

42,100 

Present 

9 

2,600 

Absent 

2 

300 

Absent 

10 

147,000 

Absent 

3 

69,600 

Present 

II 

2,000 

Absent 

4 

900 

Absent 

12 

27,000 

Absent 

5 

2,100 

Absent 

13 

22,000 

Absent 

6 

1,300 

Absent 

14 

2,000 

Absent 

7 

115,000 

Absent 

15 

10,000 

Absent 

8 

2,400 

Absent 

16 

1,000 

Absent 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

leat.  The  following  tables,  supplied  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
rbattoir,  give  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abattoir 
ad  the  quantity  of  meat  condemned  there  during  the  year  : — 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  was  47,414  of  which 
7736  were  Cattle,  1,256  Calves,  33,736  Sheep  and  5,686  Pigs. 

TABLE  1. 

-umber  and  Class  of  Animals  slaughtered  during  1954. 

Oxen  Bulls  Cows  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

5)243  59  603  831  1,256  33)736  5>686 

TABLE  2. 


-umber  of  Carcases  Condemned  Wholly. 


For  Tuberculosis 

Oxen  Bulls 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

6 2 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

•1)  Other  Diseases 

Oxen  Bulls 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

3 — 

14 

6 

7i 

9 

121 

19 

TABLE  3. 

t umber  of  Carcases  Condemned  Partially. 


Oxen 

Bulls 

Cotvs 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

5 

B)  Other 

Diseases. 

5 

2 

10 

Oxen 

Bulls 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

26 

1 

16 

9 

TABLE  4. 

2 

49 

23 

Hi  umber  of  Organs  Condemned  for  Various  Diseases. 

T Plucks  Spleens  Heads  Lungs  Stomachs  Bowels  Livers  Kidneys  Udders  Hearts 
L ig  Sheep  Ox  Others 

192  28  211  246  59  306  192  1033  10  91  14 

Weight  of  Carcases  Wholly  or  Partially  Condemned  28,608  lbs. 
Weight  of  Organs  Condemned  .....  19,515  lbs. 
h'ote . — The  above  do  not  include  the  organs  of  carcases  totally 
nndemned. 

iported  Meat  and  Offals  admitted  to  the  Abattoir  for  Distribution: — 

3i6|  Carcases  Beef  772  Bags  Beef 

620  Carcases  Lamb  11  Bags  Sheep  Cuts 

1,642  Carcases  Sheep  1,108  Bags  Offal 

931  Carcases  Pig  3X4  Cartons  Livers. 

70  of  the  above  were  re-examined  and  found  to  be  free  from  disease 
id  in  good  condition. 

WEIGHING. 

The  Carcases  of  6,736  Cattle,  1,256  Calves,  33,736  Sheep  and  5,685 
igs  were  weighed  by  Corporation  employees  in  the  twelve  months, 
•ther  Foods.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  unsound  foodstuffs 
mdemned  and  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 


senison 

255  lbs. 

Tomatoes 

65 

tins 

ceindeer 

587  lbs. 

Tomato  Juice  and  Puree 

13 

tins 

jg’s  Maws  . 

40  lbs. 

Chicken 

5 

tins 

Wls  (18)  . 

825  lbs. 

Syrup 

1 

tin 

rooked  Harn  (13  tins)  . 

155  lbs. 

Treacle 

1 

tin 

•leat 

836  tins 

Jam 

15 

tins 

:egetables  . 

491  tins 

Cream 

19 

tins 

fruit 

1,243  dns 

Fish  . 

63 

tins 

Tuit  Juice  . 

41 1 tins 

Fish  . 

23 

stones 

pup 

595  tins 

Apple  Sauce 

29 

tins 

"vaporated  Milk  . 

396  tins 

Spaghetti 

9 

tins 

•ondensed  Milk  . 

279  tins 

Fish  Cakes  . 

4 

doz. 

treamed  Rice 

4 tins 

Welsh  Rarebit 

5 

tins 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  outcome  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs 
Scotland)  Bill  and  the  proposed  new  Food  Regulations  was  still  awaited. 

In  the  meantime,  we  have  to  try  to  get  improvements  carried  out  > 
-leans  of  encouragement,  persuasion  and  education.  These  are  very 
bluable  methods  up  to  a point,  but  it  does  mean  that  where  co-operation 
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74 


75 


provided  with  protective  overalls,  aprons  and  boots. 


is  forthcoming,  progress  is  made  ; but  where  there  is  lack  of  interes 
or  the  attitude  is  plainly  antagonistic,  very  little  can  be  done  at  the  moment 
Lasting  improvements  in  environmental  conditions  will  never  be  achievec 
by  waving  magic  wands  or  big  sticks.  Our  past  successes  have  not  beer 
gained  by  revolutionary  methods,  but  by  evolution,  and  the  gradua 
enlightenment  and  awakening  of  public  opinion  to  the  real  needs  foj 
change  and  advancement. 

We  certainly  require  legislation,  however,  to  back  up  our  efforts. 

Despite  this  lack  of  adequate  sta tutor}'  power,  it  has  been  possible  tc 
raise  gradually  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises,  includinj 
mobile  shops  and  delivery  vans. 

The  condition  of  such  mobile  shops  and  deliver}'  vans  has  been  givei 
special  attention. 

As  the  result  of  action  by  this  Department,  necessary  repairing 
cleaning  and  painting  of  several  vehicles  has  been  carried  out  with  ver 
satisfactory  results  in  the  general  condition  and  appearance  of  the  vehicles 

In  connection  with  mobile  shops  and  delivery  vans,  it  is  hoped 
wherever  possible  in  future,  to  have  hand-washing  facilities  provided  it 
the  vehicles  for  the  use  of  those  engaged  in  the  handling  and  delivery  o 
food  from  such  vehicles. 

This  has  already  been  achieved  in  connection  with  ice  cream  vehicle 
and  also  in  mobile  fish  and  chip  vans  in  the  City,  and  it  is  quite  a practicabl 
proposition  to  include  such  a provision  in  other  food  vehicles. 

The  photograph  shows  the  interior  of  a mobile  butcher’s  shop  whic 
went  into  service  in  the  Letham  Housing  Scheme  recently.  The  van  i 
fitted  with  plastic  panelling  with  a cabinet  at  rear  on  each  side,  steels  fo 
hanging  meat,  and  a counter  across  rear.  There  is  an  opening  roof  ven 
for  light  and  ventilation  and  also  a fixed  window  on  one  side  of  the  va 
with  artificial  light  from  a battery.  There  are  two  plastic  trays  wit 
perspex  lids  for  mince  and  sausages,  etc.  The  customers  stand  on  a ste 
inside  and  under  cover  of  the  van,  and  are  served  from  the  counter  whic 
folds  down  at  the  rear. 


The  van  is  fitted  with  a wash-hand  unit  which  consists  of  an  insulate 
tank  filled  with  hot  water  which  is  pumped  into  the  basin  by  means  of 
pump-acting  tap.  The  water  drains  into  a waste  tank  below.  The  wast 
water  is  run  off  at  the  end  of  each  day  by  a waste  tap  and  the  unit  refille 
with  hot  water  each  morning.  This  wash-hand  unit  is  entirely  separat 
and  could  be  used  in  any  type  of  mobile  shop  or  food  deliver}'  van. 

The  other  photographs  show  the  most  modern  pork  butcher’s  fro: 
shop  and  a view  of  the  factory  in  rear. 

Before  commencing  the  work  of  modernising  the  front  shop  th 
proprietor  visited  Denmark,  Germany  and  Switzerland,  noting  how  th 
butchers  of  other  countries  ran  their  shops,  memorising  the  better  an 
more  promising  features  of  them  as  well  as  seeing  what  to  avoid. 

The  colour  scheme  is  of  cream  tiled  walls  with  light  brown  insert| 
and  terrazzo  floor.  The  floor  behind  the  counter  is  stepped  up  6 ".  Th 
makes  things  easier  for  the  girl  assistants,  who  are  all  provided  with  gree 
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derails  and  plastic  aprons.  The  artificial  lighting  is  by  six  fluorescent 
nits. 

An  aquarium  filled  with  tropical  fish  was  put  in  primarily  to  seal  off 
gap  between  counter  and  door  and  prevents  children  reaching  the 
iindow.  It  has  proved  irresistible  to  children.  A thermo-heater  is 
corporated  beneath  the  tank  to  warm  the  air  as  it  enters  the  shop. 

The  proprietor  has  already  stated  that  he  is  quite  satisfied  that  the 
DSt  of  the  modernisation  of  the  premises  will  be  paid  off  within  a few 
=ars  from  the  great  increase  in  business.  This  is  just  one  more  practical 
sample  of  better  hygiene  leading  to  better  business  and  is  one  that  others 
Jght  do  well  to  follow. 

In  addition  to  work  carried  out  under  the  Shops  Act,  referred  to 
reviously  in  this  report,  at  another  butcher’s  premises  a meat  preparation 
•>om  was  provided  with  an  extractor  fan  and  vent  pipe  carried  3 ft.  above 
ue  eaves  to  take  fumes  and  gas  from  the  boiling  vat,  and  a concrete  bed 
as  provided  in  the  cellar  for  pickle  barrels  with  a sump  and  pump  to 
~ain. 

Other  premises  were  converted  for  use  for  the  preparation  of  meat 
<c.  for  sale  by  vans.  A concrete  floor  was  laid,  walls  and  ceilings  lined  with 
aster  board,  and  a sink  with  Ascot  Heater  provided. 

Daughter  house:  While  the  first  six  sections  of  the  Slaughterhouses 

;ct,  1954,  relate  to  England  and  Wales,  sections  7 to  18  contain  the 
-ovisions  relating  to  Scotland.  Most  of  the  recommendations  contained 

the  interim  report  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Slaughter- 
nuses  (Scotland)  have  been  adopted  in  the  Act. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  every  local  authority  to  satisfy  itself  that  adequate 
aughterhouse  facilities  are  available  for  persons  requiring  the  slaughter 
~ animals  in  their  area,  having  regard  to  the  existence  of  slaughterhouse 
xcilities  in  that  area  and  the  areas  of  other  local  authorities. 

The  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  City  is  owned  by  the  Towrn  Council  at 
rhore  Road.  The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  the 
uaperintendent  of  the  Abattoir  and  gives  an  account  of  the  measures  taken 
V the  Town  Council  to  carry  out  their  duties  under  the  new  Act : — 
MEAT  AND  LIVESTOCK  CONTROL. 

From  15th  January,  1940  to  3rd  July,  1954,  the  Ministry  of  Food  were 
ie  sole  purchasers  of  fatstock  for  sale  for  human  consumption.  During 
iat  time  fatstock  was  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  at  Collecting 
centres  and  despatched  to  various  authorised  slaughterhouses.  1 he 
arcases  and  offals,  after  being  inspected,  were  weighed  and  handed  over 
;■  the  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association  who  then  allocated  the  meat 
nd  offals  to  the  butchers. 

Since  the  3rd  July,  1954,  when  the  control  of  meat  and  livestock  by 
te  Ministry  of  Food  terminated,  the  livestock  have  been  purchased  by 

i»e  butchers  and  brought  into  the  Abattoir  for  slaughter,  as  was  the 
astom  previous  to  control. 

The  slaughtermen  are  employed  by  the  Town  Council  who  are 
tsponsible  for  the  needs  of  the  butchers.  Under  this  arrangement  the 
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Superintendent  has  a more  rigid  control  over  the  slaughtermen,  and  alsc 
sees  that  the  animals  are  properly  fed  and  watered,  under  The  Slaughtei 
of  Animals  (Scotland)  Acts,  1928  to  1954. 

From  the  period  3rd  July  to  31st  December,  1954,  compared  witl 
the  corresponding  period  of  the  year  1953,  there  has  been  an  increase  0 
1,101  Cattle,  1,305  Sheep,  1,103  Pigs  and  57  Calves.  These  increase^ 
were  caused  through  the  butchers  not  handling  imported  meats,  and  alsc 
exporters  sending  carcase  meat  to  England. 

HANGING  AND  LAIRAGE  ACCOMMODATION. 

Under  the  heavy  kills  experienced  since  control  finished,  it  was  fount  ■ 
that  the  hanging  accommodation  was  inadequate.  Therefore  the  Towi 
Council  have  passed  a scheme  whereby  the  main  passage  will  be  convertec 
into  a cooling  hall  and  will  more  than  double  the  existing  hanging  space 
with  all  the  loading  of  carcases  at  one  end  of  the  Abattoir,  and  one  roon 
being  converted  for  the  hanging  of  all  the  offals.  This  work  should  b. 
finished  by  April,  1955.  The  lairage  accommodation  is  overtaxed  and  t±u 
Town  Council  have  passed  a plan  in  principle  to  extend  the  lairage  oA 
ground  at  the  rear  of  the  Abattoir.  When  this  work  is  finished  it  will  mor 
than  double  the  present  lairage. 

Under  the  Government  Scheme  of  Dead  Weight  Certification, 
producer  can  sell  privately  to  a butcher  and  still  receive  the  Governmenj 
subsidy.  Perth  Abattoir  has  been  recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  as 
Dead  Weight  Certification  Centre  as  from  the  29th  November,  1954 
and  two  Meat  Graders  and  Certification  Officers  have  taken  up  dutie 
there. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  increase  in  kill,  the  Town  Council  appointed  a:. 
Assistant  Superintendent  and  Detention  Officer  with  the  result  that  th 
Meat  Inspection  under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Meat  Regulation 
1932,  is  being  carried  out  in  full,  and  more  rigid  control  over  th 
cleanliness  of  the  premises  takes  place. 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 

The  general  standard  in  licensed  premises  continues  to  improve,  an 
during  the  past  year  the  following  were  among  the  works  carried  out 
various  premises  : — 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


New  lounge,  with  W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin  for  ladies  ; new  urina 
wash-hand  basin  and  W.C.  for  gent’s  ; former  urinal  and  W.C 
apartment  converted  into  office  ; stainless  steel  sinks,  with  hot  an 
cold  supply  provided  in  bar  and  lounge. 

Lounge  extended  and  urinal  and  W.C.  apartment  provided.  Existin 
urinal  and  W.C.  apartment  for  bar, and  new  urinal  and  W.C.  apart 
ment  lit  by  rooflights  and  ventilated  by  fan  and  ducts  to  roof 
manager’s  office  provided. 

New  sitting-room  provided  off  bar  and  bar  modernised. 

Bar  extended  and  intervening  ventilated  space  formed  between  ba 
and  urinal. 

Licensed  Hotel.  Two  additional  public  bedrooms  with  wash-han 
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basins  provided.  Two  additional  private  bedrooms  with  wash-hand 
basins  provided.  Additional  bathroom  provided. 

;)  Licensed  Grocer.  W.C.  apartment  and  wash-hand  basin  provided. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  the 


Kiove  Acts  : — 


Article 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Tc 

tal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Sweet  Milk  . 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

rr.T.  Milk  . 

2 

6 

— 

I 

2 

7 

'Certified  Milk 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

16 

"Pasteurised  Milk  . 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

IT.T.  (Pasteurised) 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

15 

.^ream  . 

— 

I 

— 

I 

(Condensed  Milk  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

.-(ce  Cream 

— 

14 

— 

5 

— 

19 

dee  Lollie 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

(Confections  . 

— 

3 

— 

I 

— 

4 

Marzipan 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Orange  Juice 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Tomato  Juice 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

•Vegetables  (Tinned) 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Sardines 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Meat  Paste 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Mince 

2 

— 

I 

— 

3 

— 

Sausages 

I 

7 

— 

— 

I 

7 

(Grapefruit 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Tomato  Puree 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

(Custard  Powder 
(Coffee  and  Chicory 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Essence 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Anadin  Tablets 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

(Cough  Mixture 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

.Cheese  Spread 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Tapioca 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Whisky 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Brandy 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

(Cornflour 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

■Ketchup 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

"Powdered  Gelatine 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Table  Jelly 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Baking  Powder 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Saccharin  Tablets  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Malt  Vinegar 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Butter 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Margarine 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

(Dripping 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

-Cooking  Fat 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Bate  de  Foie  Gras  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

dams 



2 



— 

— 

2 

Soups  . 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Total 

9 

120 

I 

7 

10 

127 
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In  connection  with  the  non-genuine  formal  sample  of  Mince,  thi 
was  found  to  contain  450  parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  per  million  whereas  1 
according  to  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives  etc.  in  Food)  (Scotland 
Regulations,  1925-1953,  Mince,  during  the  month  of  May  in  any  yea:i 
should  not  contain  any  Sulphur  Dioxide.  The  butcher  concerned  appeare  1 
in  the  Burgh  Police  Court.  He  pled  guilty  to  the  contravention  and  ws  j 
fined  20/-  or  ten  days. 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

Premises  of  listed  sellers  of  poisons  under  Part  II  of  the  Poisor'i 
List  were  visited,  and  advice  given  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  Ac  I 
and  Rules. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

The  undernoted  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  : — 

No.  1.  Informal  Sample — Compound  Potato  Fertiliser.  Agree 
with  statement  of  guarantee  within  the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  dow 
in  the  Regulations. 

No.  2.  Informal  Sample — Grain,  Grass  and  Turnip  Fertiliser.  1 1 

respect  to  Nitrogen,  Insoluble  Phosphoric  Acid,  and  Potash,  agreed  wit 
the  statement  of  guarantee  within  the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  down  i 
the  Regulations.  There  was,  however,  a deficiency  of  1.05  per  cent  c( 
Soluble  Phosphoric  Acid  and  the  deficiency  was  outwith  the  limits  cj 
variation  as  laid  down  in  the  Regulations  and  was  to  the  prejudice  of  th‘ 
purchaser. 

No.  3:  Formal  Sample — Grain,  Grass  and  Turnip  Fertiliser.  I 

respect  of  Nitrogen,  Insoluble  Phosphoric  Acid  and  Potash,  agreed  wit ; 
the  statement  of  guarantee  within  the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  down  b.: 
the  Regulations.  There  was,  however,  a deficiency  of  2.52  per  cent  c 
Soluble  Phosphoric  Acid  which  was  outwith  the  limits  of  variation  £ 
laid  down  by  the  Regulations  and  was  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchased 

No.  4.  Informal  Sample — Superphosphate.  There  was  a deficienc. 
of  1.34  per  cent  of  Phosphoric  Acid  soluble  in  water  which  was  outwit' 
the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  dowm  by  the  Regulations.  The  sum  of  th 
amounts  of  the  two  types  of  phosphates  was,  however,  more  than  th|a 
guarantee. 

No.  5.  Informal  Sample — Sulphate  of  Ammonia.  There  was  a 
excess  of  .4%  of  Nitrogen  which  was  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchase! 
There  was,  however,  an  excess  of  .014  per  cent  of  Free  Acid  w’hich  wa 
outwith  the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  down  by  the  Regulations. 

No.  6.  Formal  Sample — Sulphate  of  Ammonia  (Neutral  Quality  1 

There  was  an  excess  of  .40%  Nitrogen,  and  this  excess  was  outwith  th  15 
limits  of  variation  as  laid  down  by  the  Regulations,  but  this  was  not  t I 
the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser.  There  was  also  an  excess  of  .035° „ Frel 
Acid,  and  this  excess  w^as  outwith  the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  down  b J 
the  Regulations,  and  was  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 
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This  sample  was  taken  as  Official  Sampler  at  the  request  of  the 
urchasers,  a local  firm  of  fertiliser  manufacturers.  The  total  quantity  of 
ilphate  of  Ammonia  consigned  to  them  and  covered  by  the  guarantee 
las  ioo  tons.  It  is  understood  that  following  notification  of  the  result 
' the  sample,  a rebate  amounting  to  a considerable  sum  was  allowed 
• the  suppliers. 

».  7.  Informal  Sample — Muriate  of  Potash.  Agreed  with  the 
itement  of  guarantee  within  the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  down  by  the 
regulations. 

».  8.  Informal  Sample — Muriate  of  Potash.  Agreed  with  the 
tatement  of  guarantee  within  the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  down  by  the 
regulations. 

THE  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and 
spection  by  local  authorities  of  pet  shops.  Under  section  1 of  the  Act, 

■ person  may  keep  a pet  shop  unless  he  obtains  a licence  from  the  local 
-.thority. 

In  deciding  whether  to  grant  a licence,  the  local  authority  is  required 
have  regard  to  the  need  for  securing  that  animals  will  at  all  times  be 
-Pt  n accommodation  suitable  as  regards  size,  temperature,  lighting, 
tntilation  and  cleanliness  ; that  an  adequate  supply  of  suitable  food  and 
ink  will  be  provided  ; that  animals  will  not  be  sold  at  too  early  an  age  ; 
at  all  reasonable  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  among 
imals  of  infectious  diseases  ; and  that  appropriate  steps  will  be  taken 
> case  of  fire  or  other  emergency. 

It  is  an  offence  under  Section  2 of  the  Act  to  sell  animals  as  pets  in 
*y  part  of  a street  or  public  place,  except  at  a stall  or  barrow  in  a market, 
:d  under  Section  3,  it  is  an  offence  to  sell  pets  to  children  believed  to  be 
tder  12  years  of  age. 

The  first  application  for  a licence  under  the  Act  in  respect  of  premises 
the  City,  was  made  during  the  year  and  this  was  granted  by  the 
magistrates. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

A site  has  been  acquired  for  new  ladies’  and  gent’s  conveniences  in 
cspital  Street,  and  the  question  of  a suitable  site  for  new  conveniences 
1 the  Kinnoull  Street  area  is  still  under  consideration. 

The  amount  collected  from  the  coin-operated  locks  during  the  year 
ls  £M44  3s.  9d.  as  compared  with  £1,360  10s.  4d.  during  1953- 
>t70  8s.  9d.  was  collected  from  the  ladies’  conveniences,  and  £273  15s. 
■>m  the  gent’s. 
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Your  Obedient  Servant, 

WM.  McBRYDE,  F.R.San.I., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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